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Dear Readers 

Greetings from GRFDT Team 

The current edition of the Newsletter relat-

ed to the theme of “Migration and Refugee 

Crisis” is a timely and apt publication relat-

ed to some of the most recent events taking 

place around the world. With the recent 

events related to Ukrainian and Syrian war, 

there has been new forms of displacement 

and migration. In the case of Ukraine, there 

is an increase of internal migration or the so 

called IDPs (Internally Displaced Persons) 

who are forced to migrate to other parts of 

Ukraine due to the Crimean occupation of 

Russia. Further, one of the most recent and 

widespread phenomena related to migra-

tion is taking place in Europe, where huge 

amounts of Middle Eastern population and 

more specifically Syrian people are migrat-

ing. The huge migration of Syrian people to parts of Europe is the 

direct result of many years of war and current menace of ISIS 

(Islamic State of Iraq and Syria). The value of this edition becomes 

more useful since it directly touches the issues pertaining to the 

current migration and refugee crisis in Europe.  

 

It has also become more important since the recent Paris attack has 

highlighted the need to take the menace of war and terrorism in 

Middle East and more specifically in countries of Iraq and Syria 

very seriously. The Paris attack which killed 130 people highlights 

how war, terrorism, migration and refugee crisis are all interrelated 

to each other and one has to have a holistic view to understand all 

these issues. The current edition also contains two wonderful book 

reviews related to historical and contemporary events. The first 

book review related to historical and mythological aspects of Parsi 

migration to Sanjan a place in Gujarat is a well analysed review 

work. The second book review deals with the topic of identity and 

culture of Indians in America. In a holistic perspective this edition 

of the Newsletter for the month of September and October, 2015 

will provide readers and its audience a good insight about theme 

and topics covered in this issue. 

  

Happy reading!  

Rajiv Mishra and Rakesh Ranjan 

Editors 
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Article 

Since March 2014 Ukraine has faced massive internal 
displacement of people that the country never witnessed 
before. On 22 September 2015, the Ministry of Social 
Policy of Ukraine registered 1,492,814 people to be 
internally displaced (MSPU, 2015). The two factors 
responsible for the problem of IDPs were: annexation of a 
part of Ukrainian territory (the Autonomous Republic of 
Crimea) by the Russian Federation and, the beginning of 
anti-terror operations in Luhansk and Donetsk regions 
(administrative-territorial unit in Ukraine) . The two groups 
of the IDPs in Ukraine are different from each other in 
terms of region of previous settlement, size, reasons for 
displacement, level of preparation post displacement 
(planned or spontaneous), psychological state 
(experience of staying in an active conflict zone), region 
of current settlement, life strategy (will to integrate in a 
new place of living or to return home) etc. 

A group of the IDPs from the Crimean peninsula (the first 
group) is characterized by relatively small numbers of 
people: as of 27 September 2015 it numbers 21.3 
thousand people according to the State Emergency 
Service of Ukraine (SESU, 2015). The major reason that 
led to their movement from Crimea was unwillingness to 
reside in an occupied territory. This group of IDPs 
included political activists, Crimea Tatars, journalists, 
students and people whose professional activity was 
linked to Ukrainian licenses (such as lawyers, 
accountants, pharmacists, small businessmen etc.). 
Mostly their movement was planned. The economically 
developed cities of Ukraine were places of destination for 
this group. At the beginning of 2015, there were 4.7 
thousand IDPs from the Crimea in Kyiv city, 2.9 thousand 
in Lviv and 2 thousand in Odessa region (UNHCR, 2015). 
Such numbers provide evidence in favour of the long-
term plan of the IDPs (from Crimea) to integrate in new 
places of settlement.  

The second group of the IDPs from Luhansk and Donetsk 
regions was formed after the beginning of anti-terror 
operations by the Ukrainian armed forces. Every 
escalation of conflict each time has led to new waves of 
the IDPs from these regions. As the State Emergency 
Service of Ukraine reported, the resettlement of 938,000 
people from Luhansk and Donetsk regions took place in 
September 2015 (SESU, 2015). Given the kind of 
circumstances that led to their displacement, this group of 
IDPs remain most vulnerable and in need of financial 
assistance. Moreover, the largest part of this group 
consists of retirees, children and disabled persons. Their 
settlement strategy is different from the IDPs from the 
Crimea. They move out from the conflict zone to the 
nearest regions and waiting for the military conflict to end 
and returning home. That is why the main regions of 
destination of this group are Donetsk (535.1 thousand 
people), Luhansk (210.9 thousand), Kharkiv (185.6 
thousand) regions (UNHCR, 2015). Some IDPs from this 
group visit the conflict zone regularly in order to look after 

their property.   

Some Ukrainian people are seeking asylum abroad. 
According to the Kyiv regional representative of the 
UNHCR, in August 2015, there were 1.120 million 
Ukrainian citizens seeking asylum or had other forms of 
stay in neighboring countries. A substantial part of their 
population (81.3%) stays in the Russian Federation (the 
RF) and 383.3 thousand were asylum seekers and 
528.200 people have other forms of stay (UNHCR, 2015). 
The Federal Migration Service of the RF reported in 2014 
that most of the Ukrainians applied for temporary 
protection status. More than 93% were granted that 
status and only 4% were recognized as refugees (FMS, 
2015). Belarus and Moldova are other popular countries 
of destination for Ukrainians.  

The number of asylum seekers from Ukraine in the 
European Union has increased. In the fourth quarter of 
2014, the number of Ukrainian citizens applying for 
asylum was twenty times more than their number in 2013. 
The main countries of destination for Ukrainian asylum 
seekers are Germany (19%), Poland (16%), Italy (15%), 
France (10%), and Sweden (9%). However, the rate of 
recognition as asylum seekers remains quite low (22%, 
out of which 16.1% were recognized as refugees) as the 
entire Ukraine is not affected by military conflict (Bitoulas, 
2015) (Lyman, 2015).  

Ever since the beginning of the massive displacement, 
the Ukrainian state authorities have tried to solve the 
most emerging issues. For the first 6 months there was 
some progress. Thus, the Ministry of Social Policy of 
Ukraine assumed the role of coordinator for the central 
and local authorities’ social support measures for the 
IDPs. A governmental telephone «hot line» was created; 
social protection agencies were mobilized; procedures of 
receiving pension and insurance benefits through social 
insurance funds were simplified; employment services for 
the IDPs were provided by the Ministry. Recreation and 
retreat centers were provided for the IDPs as temporary 
accommodation. The passport services for the IDPs from 
the Crimea were replaced to the State Migration Service 
offices on the mainland. The procedure for transferring 
students from the universities in Crimea to other 
Ukrainian universities was simplified by the Ministry of 
Education and Science of Ukraine. The issues of 
resettlement, health care, education of children in 
kindergartens and schools, employment and retrieval of 
lost documents were assumed by the Regional State 
Administrations. 

The national legislation for the IDPs has been developing 
at a slow pace. The main legislation regarding the rights 
and freedoms of the IDPs was adopted only in October 
2014 after long negotiations and with assistance from  

Displacement in Modern Ukraine 



 4 

 

 
GRFDT NEWSLETTER  VOL.4, No. 9-10, September-October 2015 04 

 

international organizations and NGOs. As a result it 
meets international standards of the UN and covers such 
spheres as registration of the IDPs and forming the IDPs 
data base, registration of resettlement, employment, 
pension benefits, social insurance, social services, 
education, voting rights, the right to return to the previous 
place of residence etc. The Law highlights the importance 
of international cooperation as well as involving non-
government organizations for solving the IDPs issues 
more effectively. 

However, some important issues remain unattended. 
Among them is the system for registration of the IDPs 
and their statistics. While the Cabinet of Ministers’ 
Resolution “On registration of internally displaced 
persons from the temporarily occupied territory of Ukraine 
and anti-terrorist operation area” was adopted, there is 
lack of data about real number of the IDPs in Ukraine. 
People in general do not trust the state system and do 
not want to waste their time in bureaucratic procedures. 
Therefore, only the IDPs who need state financial support 
apply for the IDP status. As a result of this, the real figure 
of IDPs remains unknown and is likely to be higher than 
the official numbers.  

The most important issues for the IDPs are settlement 
and employment. At the beginning of displacement state 
sanatoria and local churches received the IDPs. 
However, only 10% of the IDPs live in compact locations. 
The majority of these people rent accommodations or 
lives with relatives (RCDP, 2015). Since October 2014, 
the Ukrainian state provided monthly-targeted financial 
support to the IDPs to cover livelihood, including housing 
and other utilities. However, the legislation places some 
limitations according to property owned by the IDPs. For 
instance, IDPs who own real estate in the areas of 
Ukraine not affected by war, have more than one car, etc. 
are not eligible to apply for financial assistance by the 
state. As a result, as of September 2015, only 498,300 
families have received state financial support (MSPU, 
2015). 

Due to the economic crisis in Ukraine, the IDPs suffer 
from unemployment. The efficiency of the State 
Employment Service is low. As of September 2015 only 
38.6 thousand IDPs have applied to the Service for 
assistance in employment. However, only 7.8 thousand of 
them found employment. The main reason for this is that 
job vacancies do not offer acceptable salaries for the 
IDPs. On the other hand, Luhansk and Donetsk regions 
have their own specific labour market such as coal mining 
and metal industries that dominate the regional economy. 
Thus, workers from these industries can not find jobs in 
other regions of Ukraine. In order to solve the problem, 
the Ukrainian state provides retraining courses for the 
IDPs and tries to stimulate employers to sign on people 
from this group on the basis of compensation offered by 
the state. However, these measures need to have 
additionally allocated funds and donors.  

Another new issue that has appeared in connection with 
the forthcoming local elections is related to the 
registration of place of residence for the IDPs. According 
to this legislation the IDPs must not change the 
registration of their permanent place of residence in order 

to receive IDP status At the same time, this provision  
violates the rights of the IDPs to vote and participate in 
local elections at their new places of settlement. From 
this point of view the current legislation needs to be 
amended. The Draft Law ensuring the IDPs participation 
in the forthcoming local elections has been registered 
with the Ukrainian Parliament. However, it still remains 
unclear how far the Parliament would be sincere in 
adopting this amendment.  

The difficult economic situation and massive 
displacement have consolidated the Ukrainian society 
and led to  unprecedentedly high levels of cooperation 
between the state and local authorities, NGOs, 
international and national voluntary organizations. Such 
level of cooperation provides additional expert capacity 
for adopting new legislation, attracting financial and 
organizational resources. Currently, the State, 
international organizations and voluntary groups are the 
three main pillars in charge of the whole process of 
solving the problems of the internally displaced persons 
in Ukraine. 

================= 

Dr. Tetyana Hnatyuk, PhD, M.V. Ptoukha Institute for 
Demography and Social Studies, National Academy of 
Sciences of Ukraine, Kyiv, Ukraine. Email: 
tetyana_hnatyuk@bigmir.net 
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Its takes lots of courage to stand up for our rights but it 
takes everything to fight for our existence. People who 
are victims of war and terrorism are not fighting for their 
rights but for their mere survival. Although migration is not 
a recent phenomenon it has been in existence since time 
immemorial however in the present context large 
numbers of people are using it as a mode of their 
survival. It has occurred throughout human history for 
various economic, social, political and environmental 
reasons, beginning with the movements of the first 
human groups from their origins in East Africa to their 
current locations in the world. Migration basically refers to 
the movement of people form one place to another often 
across a political or governmental boundary that can be 
temporal or permanent, and it may be voluntary or forced. 
Migration can be internal that is within the country or 
external being outside the country due to various push 
and pull factors. To begin with the current scenario of 
migration in context of Syrian war and terrorism, however 
it is pertinent to differentiate between a migrant and a 
refugee.  

Migrant makes conscious choice to leave the country not 
because of a direct threat of persecution or death, but 
mainly to improve their lives by finding work or better lives 
elsewhere. Refugee is a person who is residing outside 
the country of his or her origin due to fear of persecution 
for reasons of race, religion, nationality, ethnicity, or 
political opinion. Syrian war is one among the worst of 
humanitarian crisis that people have witnessed in recent 
years. Families are struggling to survive within the 
country or flee to the neighbouring countries for safety 
and subsistence. Many are migrating to Europe where 
the numbers are increasing on daily basis, which is 
mainly related to the fact that people are looking for 
safety, shelter and work in the developed countries of 
Europe.  

Syria has been dragged into such a situation since last 
more than four years when civil war broke out against the 
Syrian government begining in March 2011, part of the 
Aran Spring. Situation became worse when the 
government cracked down violently against the peaceful 
protesters that led the rebels to fight against the regime 
and the newly formed Free Syrian Army. More than four 
years after it began 250,000 Syrians were killed mostly 
civilians and their lives were totally disrupted, 
infrastructure destroyed and they were left with mere 
choices either to migrate or to succumb to the war. More 
than 11 million have been forced  out of their homes as 
forces loyal to President Bashar al-Assad and those 
opposed to his rule battle each other - as well as jihadist 
militants from Islamic State. The turmoil within Syria 
created space for new extremists group growing out from 
al-Qaeda in Iraq known as Islamic State in Iraq and Syria 
(ISIS) who have become one of the most cruel and 
barbaric group against humanity. Their effective use of 
internet for recruitments, fundamentalist propaganda and 

brutal killings of innocent people has secured widespread 
attention. Many developed countries have pledged to 
wipe out the terrorism from the parts of Middle East. What 
is more interesting is to look into the facts that have 
opened new avenues for debates and discussions about 
the rise of ISIS and their stronghold in various parts of 
Iraq and Syria. Infact it has been established that US 
occupation of Iraq and its funding to the armed rebels in 
Syria provided opportunity to the ISIS militants to carry 
out their war of terror against the whole humanity.  

ISIS has shown its ruthlessness and violence through 
spree of killing various ethnic groups, beheadings and 
attacks on people in various countries. Syria is one of the 
most affected countries being enveloped by terrorism 
leading to mass exodus of people within and outside the 
country. The extreme agony the Syrians suffer cannot be 
fully encapsulated in the eyes of camera or in the 
debates. The only assurance the world can give is to 
bring them into the fabric of more secured and protected 
domain and give rights to live their life in a dignified 
manner. However, major challenge before the world is to 
unite and narrow the differences between divided 
opinions among different nations against one common 
goal to fight terrorism. To stop and defeat monstrous 
group like ISIS the world needs to use the resources of 
the developed countries efficiently stepping on one 
platform and reducing endless western military 
interventions in the Middle East.  This would also require 
a change in policy of western countries related to Middle 
East and more specifically having holistic perspective to 
deal with violence in the name of Islam. 

Migration and European Union 

How hard it must be for the people to flee their homeland 
leaving behind all the memories of years spent with 
families and friends carrying only terrifying and unwanted 
memories of dead bodies, blood and disordered region. 
Isn’t it hard for us just to read and see pictures of injured 
children, their crying parents and people lying in the pool 
of blood? Than how unimaginable it must be for the 
victims who have seen all these happening before them 
and who are helpless as well as hapless to witness and 
bear it. Only solution for them is either to succumb to the 
terror or to migrate to a safer zone as refugees. Syrians 
have migrated in millions to their neighbourhoods which 
they find more feasible and easier to reach and settle. 
The majority of Syrian refugees are living in Jordan and 
Lebanon, where Mercy Corps has been addressing their 
needs since 2012 and these small regions constantly find 
it hard to sustain large refugees with limited resources. 
Large numbers enter Turkey and from there many also 
take a dangerous trip across Mediterranean Sea to 
Greece expecting to find a better future and resources in 
Europe.  

Syrian Crisis and Migration as the Recourse for Existence 
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Source: Mercycorps 

The graph shows the exponential growth in refugees from 
100,000 in 2012 to 3.8 million in 2015. Millions of Syrians 
are scattered throughout the region, making them the 
world's largest refugee population under the United 
Nations' mandate. Syrian refugees were maximum in the 
neighbouring countries but their migration to European 
countries is accelerating on the daily basis. Europe is 
experiencing one of the most significant inflows of 
migrants and refugees in its history. The promising 
opportunities available in these countries while nothing 
but civil war and terror, back in their homes made Syrians 
flee in large numbers. Since under international law, no 
one can be sent to a place where they face a real threat 
of being victimized or seriously harmed and injured by 
others. People perceiving such threats can ask for 
asylum which means a legal permission to stay as a 
refugee with it rights and benefits. Although it cannot be 
denied that the real victims of war and terrorism should 
be placed any place of their choice in which they feel 
secure however not every asylum seeker will be 
recognized as a refugee, but every refugee is initially an 
asylum seeker. In this regard EU has spent years building 
the Common European Asylum System (CEAS) so that 
the rights of refugees under international law are 
protected in its member states. The system sets out 
minimum standards and procedures for processing and 
assessing asylum applications, and for the treatment of 
both asylum seekers and those who are granted refugee 
status. Still many EU states have yet to properly 
implement these standards and relocate refugees to 
those countries which have few arrivals. The crisis within 
the Europe to tackle the refugees on the one hand and 
reluctance of some of its countries to provide space and 
protection to asylum seekers on the other has created 
difficulties in managing the refugees. The scale of the 
crisis has put huge pressure on some destination 
countries, particularly Greece, Austria, and Hungary. At 
least 350,000 migrants crossed the EU's border in 
January-August 2015, compared with just 280,000 during 
the whole of 2014. Germany receives by far the most 

asylum applications in the EU and says it is expecting 
800,000 refugees to arrive this year.  

Source: UNHCR, UK 2015 stats Home Office. 

People are using routes which prove fatal for their lives to 
reach the Europe especially Mediterranean sea in an 
overcrowded, unstable boats which have already 
drowned many of them making their lives even more 
difficult. Overland crossing to reach safe borders further 
traumatises the refugees since they have to walk long 
miles with children and belongings, face the risks of 
snipers, other shooters and kidnappers. Their sorrows do 
not end here even if they get through they have to seek 
asylum or face a reluctant government to cater their 
needs and rights. Many European governments are 
hesitant to accommodate large number of refugees for 
the fear of domestic disintegration and are raising 
security issues. Also, they fear the demographic 
dynamics within the countries can give rise to another 
sort of problems like competition for the scare resources, 
struggle for employment opportunities and various other 
need based things. European governments are struggling 
to co-ordinate their response to the influx. Large 
movements of migrants from country to country quickly 
fuel suspicions that some politicians are trying to shift the 
burden on to their neighbours.  

Resolving the Migration Crisis 

What is the solution to the migration crisis? When the 
peace in the world will prevail and the terrorists group like 
ISIS will be wiped out? How the world will combat 
terrorism which has pinched almost every other country? 
How crucial are the roles of western countries in bringing 
an end to the war and terrorism? These are the questions 
which are frequently highlighted or discussed upon in 
every other debates and media. Countries like Iraq and 
Syria have been bleeding to death inch by inch every 
day, however no countries have taken serious steps to 
come forward unitedly to bring an end to terrorism. 
Conversely, the recent attack in Paris which killed 130 
people suddenly shattered the western world and brings 
them to the reality out of their imagination that no country 
is safe from terrorism not even with highly sophisticated 
security systems. People across nations have criticised 
the partial treatment of countries hit by terrorists through  
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social media and academic writings illustrating the 
example of Paris attacks which gathered worldwide 
attention. On the other hand attacks in small regions and 
less developed countries failed to secure even 
condemnation from world leaders.  

One thing the Paris attack did was to bring forward foes 
and friends on one platform and to share common 
concerns regarding terrorism and war hit areas. Major 
blocks like America and Russia brushing aside their 
enmity have decided to take steps to narrow down 
terrorism and bring peace in countries like Syria. Their 
joint commitment against terrorists have created new 
hopes among the people in general and refugees in 
particular who are longing to live a life of peace and 
stability. The solution to migration crisis will only come 
when whole world together fights against various 
fundamentalists groups in any country being threat to the 
harmony and safety of the people. Till the crisis is 
resolved or till Syrians feel safe in their place, 
strengthening the common asylum policy needs to be 
based on solidarity towards those needing international 
protection as well as among the EU Member States are 
necessary. Also developing a new policy on legal 
migration in view of the future demographic challenges 
the EU is facing, the new policy needs to focus on 
attracting workers that the EU economy needs, 
particularly by facilitating entry and the recognition of 
qualifications. European Union fears that porous border 
may lead to attacks in these countries which may not be 
the case due to lack of evidence since such no countries 
have yet perceived threat from refugees seeking asylum. 
Countries which do not have large number of refugees 
should welcome people from conflict ridden regions like 
recently Canada who plan to resettle 25,000 Syrian 
refugees. 

 It would be appropriate, philanthropic and law abiding to 
settle as many refugees as the countries can sustain so 

that no people live without some basic rights. The 
solution really does not lie in raids that often miss the 
target and take toll on civilians lives like what happened 
when strikes followed by Paris attack were made, but 
rather the world powers should work on long term 
resolutions and strategic thinking that guarantees 
minimum loss of innocent lives. Committed cooperation of 
the world leaders can change the future discourse in 
favour of innocent people. Countries that are bearing the 
wrath of ruthless, coldblooded and inhumane group like 
ISIS and its strategic killings. Unless and until countries of 
the world unite, coordinate and show seriousness 
towards every terrorists attacks migration of mass exodus 
will keep mounting to which whole world will be 
responsible. At this juncture one can only think of a line 
‘united we stand, migration will fall’.  

============== 

Samina Rehman, PhD Student, Centre for the Study of 
Social Systems (CSSS), School of Social Sciences, 
Jawaharlal Nehru Univeristy.  

Email Samina.Rehmanbula@gmail.com 
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Call for Papers: Special editions of the GRFDT Newsletter ‘Roots and Routes  on 'Forced 

Migration and Refugee Crisis' 

GRFDT is further planning to bring out more special 
issues related to "Forced Migration and Refugee Crisis" 
for the coming months of November and December, 
2015. We are planning to publish some special short 
articles and book reviews related to this issue. 

Some of the key issues, we are planning to cover are: 

 Displacement from ISIS war zone 

 Migration from Middle East to Europe 

 Migration from Africa to Europe 

 Migration crisis in South-East Asia 

 Mexican migration to North America 

 Any other instances of forced migration and refugee 
crisis 

If you are interested, please submit articles and/or book 
review of approx. 2000 words to newsletter@grfdt.com. 

The Newsletters will be available in print as well as online 
format. If you are willing to submit articles and/or book 
review, please write a line of confirmation to 
editor@grfdt.com as soon as possible. Please visit below 
mentioned link to download our previous newsletters.  
http://grfdt.com/newsletter.aspx 

Regards 
Rakesh Ranjan and Rajiv Mishra 
Editors, Roots and Routes 
Global Research Forum on Diaspora and 
Transnationalism.  
Website: www.grfdt.org 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east
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https://www.mercycorps.org/articles
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs
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Book Review 

Williams, Alan. 2009.  The Zoroastrian myth of migra-

tion from Iran and settlement in the Indian diaspora: 

text, translation and analysis of the 16th century 

Qesse ye Sanjan, the Story of Sanjan. Brill publica-

tions. ISSN no. -0169-8834. ISBN no.- 9789004176980 

In formation of a diasporic identity culture and history are 

two things that play a pivotal role. Texts and oral histories 

are the embodiment of culture and history. If the memo-

ries of past get blurred, texts revive them. Sometimes 

memories are formed through texts only. Therefore, it is 

essential to interpret and analyse texts because their au-

thenticity can only be checked through rigorous research. 

Alan Williams’ book ‘The Zoroastrian myth of migration 

from Iran and settlement in the Indian diaspora’is one 

such attempt to interpret and examine a 16th century 

text , which forces readers to reflect whether Qesse ye 

Sanjan is a mythical narrative or a historical one. 

Qesse means story and Sanjan is a place in Gujarat, so 

Qesse ye Sanjan means story of Sanjan. The author 

translates, studies, analyzes and re iterates the im-

portance of Qesse ye Sanjan. Having done an extensive 

study on this poem, Williams asserts Qesse ye Sanjan is 

an important manuscript, perhaps the only text, docu-

menting Zoroastrian migration from Iran to India and for-

mation of ‘Parsi’community.    

Qesse ye Sanjan(QS) is quite familiar among Parsis, but 

scarcely studied. Also, previous texts on translation and 

analysis of QS have been insufficient; therefore, the pur-

pose of the author is to give a new and satisfactory analy-

sis of QS.  Author reiterates that the rationale of the book 

is the presentation and study of the manuscript and not 

rebuilding or restoration of Parsi history 

The book is divided into 6 chapters, including introduction 

and conclusion.  Along with purpose of the study, back-

ground of author and his family, Chapter 1 includes com-

position of Qesse ye Sanjan, important themes of the po-

em, lenses through which the poem has been analysed 

etc. 

After having dealt with Authors background, Williams as-

serts that the importance of QS has increased manifold in 

the 21st century due to spreading of the community 

across the globe. QS re-estates the morals and beliefs of 

their past, which no other document of their origin in Iran 

and emigration to India provides for.  Therefore, QS is 

their sole text on formation of their identity. 

Williams analyzes the text in a chronological manner 

through the events of which author, Bahman, tells his sto-

ry. He also made a synoptic Chart of the Narrative Struc-

ture of poem, which makes it easy for readers to under-

stand the structure of a complex and multifaceted po-

em.  According to this chart, the tale mainly highlights the 

following things: the journey to Sanjan, India; the battles 

fought along with a Hindu ruler against a Muslim invader; 

the history of the Zoroastrians till the Muslim invasion and 

the depiction of the survival and flourishing of the Zoroas-

trian community after the invasion of Sanjan.  

Third chapter is devoted to translation and transcription. 

Along with translating the poem from Persian to English, 

author has also made a chart of romanised transcription 

system. 

After having translated the poem from Persian to English, 

he moves to his fourth chapter. He describes the narrat-

ing structure of the poem, gives a detailed account of the 

meaning of its verses and also examines Bahman’s frame 

of mind and personal and social orientations at the time of 

writing different verses. 

Analysis in chapter 5 forms the crux of author’s work, 

where he analyses whether QS should be interpreted as 

a clock or mirror. Williams stresses that the text has been 

seen as a source of chronological information, like a clock 

or a timetable for many years. Against clock model, Wil-

liams very convincingly introduces the concept of mirror. 

According to which, QS should not be seen more than as 

a representative of two interrelated things: Bahman’s own 

interests and traditions that he followed. 

This book is not only an account of author’s primary re-

search and analysis. In fact he has brought to readers a 

very interesting debate of different scholars on rival chro-

nologies regarding the date of Parsis arrival in India. 

These are traditional chronology, historical revision and 

the literalist reading. The dates of Parsi arrival in India are 

different in all types of chronologies. 

A fascinating point is reached in the analysis of QS, when 

Williams concludes calling it a mythical narrative. The 

myth of a journey starting from exodus of Zoroastrians 

due to fear of persecution to transformation of Iranian 

Zoroastrians into Indian Parsis after having fought in sup-

port of Hindu Raja against Muslim invader in Sanjan and 

finally successful settlement in India.  This heroic process 

has been called a mythical narrative, which has played 

more important role in enriching their story than what a 

historical narrative based on facts would have. However, 

the author fails to give the account as to why is it that a 

myth has been given so much importance that it empow-

ers historical narrative describing actual human events. 

The Zoroastrian myth of migration from Iran and settlement in the Indian diaspora 
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Williams has reiterated at many places that he intends to 
present text of QS and not narrate Parsi history. But, the 
book does explain Parsi history along with presenting the 
text. 
Nevertheless, Williams has presented a very thought pro-
voking analysis of QS while putting emphasis on the role 
that mythical stories play in formation of ethnic and reli-
gious identities especially in the case of diasporas. Mobili-
ty and distance reinforced the need for formation of a 
common identity of Parsi diasporic community, which is 
acquired from the manuscript of QS as it presents mythi-
cal story as well as imageries of homeland. 

Apart from creating a new edition of the poem in an Eng-
lish version, the book provided a detailed commentary on 
the text, discussed its narrative structure and deliberated 
in mythological and religious dimensions of what is con-
sidered a foundational document of Parsi Zoroastrian cul-
ture. 
========== 

Review by Arsala Nizami, Ph.D. Student School of Inter-

disciplinary and Transdisciplinary Studies, IGNOU, New 

Delhi. Email: arsalanizami@gmail.com 

Bhatia Sunil, American Karma: Race, Culture and 

Identity in the Indian Diaspora, 2007, New York: New 

York University Press (ISBN 978-081-4799-581) 

The book provides an account of Indian Diaspora’s strug-

gle with their identity in The United States. In their tryst 

with America, the book explores the journey of the Indian 

diaspora community in maintaining, resisting and rein-

venting their identities.  The process of negotiating with 

identities have been used by the author to ascertain 

whether the Indian Diaspora’s fit in the model of accul-

turation proposed by Berry and Colleagues, which talks 

about the fourfold effect of acculturation i.e. assimilation, 

separation, integration and marginalization.  To study the 

process of acculturation and formation of identity, the au-

thor has relied on the concept of voice rather than using 

some static parameter. The concept of voice was used to 

capture the ongoing simultaneous dialogical movement 

between the voice of feelings that are at once assimilat-

ed, integrated, privileged and marginalized. 

The negotiation of identity by Indian diasporas has been 

studied using the dialogical approach in the construction 

of otherness. Three ways of construction of otherness 

has been used i.e. generic otherness where voice appro-

priated by the participants confirms to the feeling of being 

different; marked otherness where certain objects, behav-

ior, appearance etc are the markers of the difference 

such as thick Indian accent, bindis, sarees, turban etc; 

and disruptive otherness, which is associated with the 

deep feeling of alienation and marginality as a result of 

racism and ethnic bias. These markers of otherness have 

been used to detail out the instances in personal as well 

as professional lives of the Indian diasporas. Several re-

spondents provided contradictory views with respect to 

the experience of racism when interviewed at different 

time span. Moreover the respondents view their profes-

sional life to be resistant of racism as compared to their 

personal life where several instances of racism were nar-

rated by them. Scientific work environment based on mer-

itocracy was seen as the probable reason for the same. 

Author thus explores the experience of racism by situat-

ing the voices of assignation and assertion in the model 

minority discourse of the diaspora.  The Indian Diaspora 

under the effect of being called as a model minority by the 

American society asserts the incidence of racism as that 

of a universal nature, which is present in some form or 

the other. Hence, differentiation rather than discrimination 

is something, which they believe, exists. Moreover, since 

the respondents held the belief that merit transcends col-

or, hence as per them, merit in the American society has 

rewarded them better. 

The author challenges the model of acculturation and 

concludes by asserting that the Indian diasporas do 

not fit in any of these watertight compartments of assimi-

lation, separation, integration and marginalization. Their 

voice represents their shifts from being both privileged as 

well as marginalized at different circumstances and marks 

towards their continuous negotiation with their hyphenat-

ed identity. This calls towards the need to redefine the 

development of migrant identity as a negotiated and con-

tested process rather than a static and singular one. 

The book is based on ethnographic study, which was car-

ried on for a period of 16 months in New London, Con-

necticut where the author himself resides along with sev-

eral other Indian Diasporas, thus was a participant ob-

server in his study. By making extensive use of interview 

data and narratives, the author has very well documented 

the account of the daily life of the respondents in Ameri-

ca. The questions posed for interview from the respond-

ents were quite innovative and could cull out the maxi-

mum information. 

The chapter which elaborates on the methodology adopt-

ed in the study, the author has provided a detailed ac-

count of interaction with the respondents, meeting with 

gatekeeper, positional dilemma of the researcher and 

issues confronted by the respondents; hence affecting the 

observation of the ethnographer. The blurring of the 

boundary between the field and home has been very well 

captured in the book.  The study was conducted usingthir-

ty eight samples from Indians working in white collar jobs 

who belong to the elite group with high salaries and re-

gards in the society, while other Indians working 

as cabdrivers, cooks, mechanics etc were excluded from  

American Karma: Race, Culture and Identity in the Indian Diaspora 
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the sample. Thus, the study is representative of the expe-

riences and narratives of only higher class working Indian 

professionals and not the complete set of Indian Diaspo-

ras. 

Although the contents of the book were enriching and 

informative, there seemed to be a repetition of the ideas 

back and forth. The author also tried to connect to the 

context of individual respondents in later part of the text 

by making use of their pseudo-names. As a reader, it 

would have been beneficial if a tabular representation of 

the names of the respondents with some basic infor-

mation could have been elaborated in the appendix of the 

book in order to refer to it, in case the name reappears in 

the text again. 

One of the important aspects, which were missing in the 

text, was the role of gender and the simultaneous elabo-

ration of the account where gender, race and culture are 

interwoven in the diasporas in American Society. Though 

the author accepts the lacunae in the existing literature on 

Diaspora studies which ignores the role of gender in the 

process of acculturation, the author ends up contributing 

just few paragraph on the role of gender, whereas it 

would have been more informative and interesting had a 

separate chapter on gender been included. 

Similarly, the title of few chapters does not completely 

justify the content in it. The last chapter titled Imagining 

Homes had just few pages which were in sync with the 

title of the chapter. Similarly the third chapter titled Des 

Pardes in the American Suburbia had contents which de-

parted from the message invoked by its title. 

Overall the book is highly informative, rich in contents and 

interesting to read. It is especially helpful for the research 

scholars and academicians in the field of migration and 

diaspora as it successfully links the empirics with the the-

oretic. With extensive use of literature and a detailed re-

view on the different form of ethnographic study, which is 

being used in the contemporary periods, the book can 

also serve the purpose of the academicians in the field of 

research methodology.  

================ 

Tasha Agarwal, Research Scholar, National University of 

Educational Planning and Administration (NUEPA), 

Email: agarwal.tasha@gmail.com 

Migration Policy Centre, European University Institute, 

Florence, 13-14 June, 2016. Deadline for submissions: 15 

January 2016.  

The French Development Agency (AFD) Research De-

partment, the World Bank Development Research Group 

(DECRG) and the Migration Policy Centre of the Europe-

an University Institute (MPC-EUI) are jointly organising 

the 9th International Conference on Migration and Devel-

opment”. The conference is devoted to investigating 

ways in which international migration affects economic 

and social change in developing countries. Possible topics 

include the effects of migration on poverty, inequality, 

and human capital formation; social networks and migra-

tion; diaspora externalities; remittances; brain drain; mi-

gration and institutional/technological change. A selec-

tion of papers from the conference will be considered for 

a special issue of The Journal of Economic Geography. 

Keynote speakers: 

Massimo Livi-Bacci, University of Florence 

Gianmarco Ottaviano, London School of Economics 

Submission guidelines and timetable: submissions of full 

papers (pdf files) are expected by January 15, 2016. Sub-

missions should be sent to migdevconference@eui.eu 

Decisions will be communicated by February 25, 2016. 

Travel (economy class) and accommodation in Florence 

for up to three nights will be covered. 

Organizing Committee: Cyrille Bellier (AFD), Rohen 

d’Aiglepierre (AFD), Philippe Fargues (MPC-EUI), Çağlar 

Özden (World Bank), Hillel Rapoport (Paris School of 

Economics and MPC-EUI), Alessandra Venturini 

(University of Turin and MPC-EUI) 

Scientific Committee: Ran Abramitzky (Stanford), Michel 

Beine (Luxembourg), Michael Clemens (CGD), Patricia 

Cortes (Boston U), Juan Dolado (EUI), Hein de Haas 

(Amsterdam), Frederic Docquier (Louvain), Giovanni 

Facchini (Nottingham), Philippe Fargues (MPC-EUI), An-

drea Ichino (EUI), Hubert Jayet (EQUIPPE, Lille), William 

Kerr (Harvard Business School), Victor Lavy (Warwick 

and Hebrew University), Anna-Maria Mayda 

(Georgetown), David McKenzie (World Bank), Çağlar 

zden (World Bank), Hillel Rapoport (Chair, Paris School 

of Economics and MPCEUI), Imran Rasul (UCL), Dean 

Yang (University of Michigan). 

http://www.migrationpolicycentre.eu/wp-content/

uploads/2015/11/9th-Migration-and-Development-

EUI2016-Call-for-Papers.pdf 

Call for Papers 

9th International Conference on Migration and Development 
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Original research articles along with abstracts are invited from scholars for Working Paper Series. The papers should be 
about 5000-6000 words. 

Illustrations, figures, maps and graphs should be prepared in black and white and be kept to the minimum. 

All manuscripts are referred to experts in the areas concerned. The editorial decisions will normally be communicated to 
the authors within one month from the date of submission unless otherwise delayed by the reviewers. The authors may 
be asked to revise the article after receiving referee's comments. 

The revised version should highlight revisions so as to have a quick review of the revisions. 

All the papers will have ISSN no and will be cited in Google Scholar and other academic citation index. The published 
papers will be available online at www.grfdt.com in pdf format freely for public view. 

  

Structure of the Paper 

Headings and Subheadings 

The papers should be structured through numbered main headings (in all caps bold), subheadings (in upper/lower 
bold), and sub-sub-headings (in normal italics). Spellings of frequently used words should be consistent all through the 
paper. 

Notes/ Foot/End Notes 

Notes should be numbered in Arabic numerals as superscripts inside the text, and their details should appear as end 
notes. Tables should appear along with their data sources (if not generated from author's own research) in the appro-
priate places inside the text. 

Notes for tables should be marked with (*) and should appear at the bottom of the table. 

References Style 

Reference cited in the text should follow the author-date system (e.g., Cohen, 1997) and should be properly referred to 
at the end of the text in the following style. 

Books/Edited Books 

Cohen, R. (1997). Global diasporas: An introduction . Seattle: University of Washington Press. 

Barkan, E. R. (Ed.). (2003). Immigration, incorporation and transnationalism . New Jersy: Transaction Publishers. 

Papers in the Journal/Edited Books 

Demmers, J. (2002). Diaspora and conflict: Locality, long-distance nationalism, and delocalisation of conflict dy-
namics. The Public, 9 (1), 85–96. 

Osella, C., & Osella, F. (2008). Nuancing the migrant experience:  Perspectives from Kerala, South India. In S. 
Koshy & R. Radhakrishnan (Eds.), Transnational South Asians: The making of a neo-diaspora (pp. 146–178). New 
Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

Reports/Working Papers 

United Nations Development Programme. (2009). Overcoming barriers: Human mobility and development 
(Human Development report 2009). New York: UNDP. 

Chaloff, J., & Lemaitre, G. (2009). Managing highly-skilled labour migration: A comparative analysis of migration 
policies and challenges in OECD countries. OECD social, employment and migration working papers, no. 79. 

Websites 

Grossman, M. (2010). Diaspora knowledge flows in the global economy, E-Leader Budapest 2010. http://www.g-
casa.com/conferences/budapest/papers/Grossman.pdf . Accesses on 12 Apr 2013. 

Contacts 

The complete paper can be submitted to the Editor, Working Paper Series, GRFDT, Email: editor@grfdt.com 

GRFDT Research Monograph Series 

Guidelines for Authors 
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We invite Students, Researchers and Faculty Members to submit a small write up of their 

achievements and awards to the editor. It will provide the scholars a platform to connect 

with peer groups working on themes related to Diaspora and Transnationalism. Information 

related to seminar/conferences/events  can be sent to the Editor at: editor@grfdt.com  

Recently Published Books 

International Migration in Southeast Asia 

Lian Kwen Fee, Md Mizanur Rahman, Yabit bin 
ALAS (Eds.).  

Series: Asia in Transition, Vol. 2 

 Approaches the field of international migration from 
an intra- and inter-regional migration perspective 

 Reveals new and old patterns of international migra-
tion in the region and discusses its complexities 

 Offers an Southeast Asian perspective on internation-
al migration 

This book is a collection of work by migration scholars 
and researchers who are actively conducting fieldwork in 
Southeast Asia. It presents a wide variety of current re-
search and approaches the field of international labor 
migration from a regional perspective, acknowledging 
that the migration process goes beyond local and national 
boundaries and is embedded in regional and global inter-
connections. The chapters capture the complexity and 
richness of the migration phenomenon and experience, 
which manifests itself in a multitude of ways in a region 

well known for its diver-
sity. The collection high-
lights the continuities 
and discontinuities in 
the linkages that have 
been forged through 
the movement of people 
between sending and 
receiving societies. Such 
linkages are explained 
by distinguishing be-
tween migration that 
has been sustained by a 
colonial past and migra-
tion that has been pre-
cipitated by globaliza-
tion in the last two dec-
ades. 

The diversity of issues 
in the region covered by 
this volume will encourage a rethink of some of the con-
ventional views of migration scholarship and result in a 
more critical reflection of how we approach migration 
research. 

 

 

Multiculturalism, Migration, and the Politics of Identity in Singapore 

Lian Kwen Fee  (Ed.) 

Series: Asia in Transition, Vol. 1  

 Emphasizes the concept of Multiculturalism in the 
fields of Asian Sociology and Southeast Asian Studies 

 Provides an Asian perspective on Multiculturalism in 
Singapore 

 Elaborates on how the concept of Multiculturalism has 
been reworked historically though state policies and 
in practice in Singapore 

 Offers new and interesting insights into how people 
negotiate living with cultural difference and diversity 
in an Asian context 

This edited volume focuses on how multiculturalism, as 
statecraft, has had both intended and unintended conse-
quences on Singapore’s various ethnic communities. The 
contributing authors address and update contemporary 
issues and developments in the practice of multicultural-
ism in Singapore by interfacing the practice of multicultur-
alism over two critical periods, the colonial and the global. 
The coverage of the first period examines the colonial 

origins and conception 
of multiculturalism and 
the post-colonial applica-
tion of multiculturalism 
as a project of the na-
tion and its consequenc-
es for the Tamil Muslim, 
Ceylon-Tamil, and Malay 
communities. The con-
tent on the second peri-
od addresses immigra-
tion in the context of 
globalization with the 
arrival of new immi-
grants from South and 
East Asia, who pose a 
challenge to the concept 
and practice of multicul-
turalism in Singapore. 
For both periods, the 
contributors examine 
how the old migrants 
have attempted to come to terms with living in a multicul-
tural society that has been constructed in the image of 
the state, and how the new migrants will reshape that 
society in the course of their ongoing politics of identity. 

 


