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Editor’s Note  

Dear Friends, 
 
Over the period, our readers are becoming very interactive with us 
providing valuable inputs to shape the Roots and Routes. This in 
fact gives immense encouragement and support. Their ideas help 
us enormously in shaping the activities of GRFDT as well. On 
behalf of GRFDT, I thank all our readers and seek more construc-
tive engagement from them in the future. This issue of the Roots 
and Routes contains regular columns such as GRFDT activities, 
interview, book review and global and national news related to the 
diaspora and transnationalism.  
 
I thank Prof. R.K. Jain for sharing his ideas in the interview col-
umn of the GRFDT. He threw light on various issues and chal-
lenges of the diaspora research in general and Indian diaspora in 
particular. I would also like to share the fact that, the book review 
section has generated interest among many young scholars. We 
have been receiving continuous feedback and book review request 
from them. Several authors also have given books for review. I 
hope this would be a meaningful venture. 
 
Let me also share some of the initiatives taken by GRFDT in re-
cent times. We are in the process of preparing a database of global 
scholars on diapsora and transnationalism. This will be available 
online to facilitate the growing demand for diaspora research 
across disciplines and institutions. We request the scholars fill the 
profile format given online at www.grfdt.com 
 
GRFDT is also preparing a comprehensive bibliography on diaspo-
ra and transnationalism, which will be brought out every year with 
new incorporation. This will be available for free online and also 
in a book format. We thank many scholars who have contributed 
towards this.  
 
 
 
             Sadananda Sahoo  



 3 

 

 

GRFDT Activities  

 GRFDT NEWSLETTER     VOL.1, No.4, JULY 2012    03 

Root s and Routes  

On 30th July The Distinguished Lecture Se-

ries of The Global Research Forum on Dias-

pora and Transnationalism (GRFDT) held at 

the Centre for Study of Social Systems, JNU. 

It featured a talk by Dr. Ingrid Therwath of 

the Centre de Sciences Humaine, New Delhi 

on the issue of Hindutva, the Diaspora and 

the Internet. The session statred was put into 

motion with a speech by the chair person Pro-

fessor R.K. Jain,an eminent diaspora scholar 

and former professor at JNU, on the need for 

macro geo-political perspective. With the 

communication revolution taking a firm hold 

of activities around the world, Professor Jain, 

in his address pointed out the blurring of rig-

id state boundaries leading to a more transna-

tional world. He highlighted the difference 

between the concepts of ‘Hindutva’ and 

‘Hinduism’, which are often misunderstood as the same. 

He also posed a question as to how the people seen as the 

upholders of ‘Hindutva’ were adjusting their sights with 

respect to contemporary Indian society and its Diaspora, 

describing the ever changing nature of Diaspora studies. 

With this note, the floor was opened to Dr. Therwath to 

start her lecture. 

 

Dr. Therwath started by explaining how her research was 

part of a 27 member research team working on the collec-

tion of research studies relating to ‘e-Diaspora’ for the 

Foundation Maison des Sciences de l’Homme ICT Migra-

tions programme, with her corpus relating to the spread-

ing of a ‘Globalised Hindutva’ online. Providing a de-

tailed look into the Research Methodology she undertook 

for this particular research, Dr. Therwath explained the 

data mining process and the widespread study to find 

Hindutva related sites on the web. By using various soft-

wares, notably Metacrawler, which allowed for the jump-

ing to hyperlinks to other sites from one particular web-

site, and by using the process of Geo-localisation, i.e, trac-

ing a particular website’s I.P. address and then correlating 

that with the website’s material, Dr. Therwath was able to 

create a corpus of data, which was then fed into excel 

sheets and create a ‚network map‛, showing the geo-

graphical locations of each website thus found. 

 

After having explained the Research Methodology, Dr. 

Therwath proceeded to discussing the findings of the 

study. She explained how the advent of the internet has 

led to the blossoming of ‘Hindutva’ as a global phenome-

non and how it was carried forward by the self-

proclaimed upholders of Hindutva, the Rashtriya 

Swayam Sevak Sangh. She then proceeded to explain the 

history of the Rashtriya Swayam Sevak Sangh’s opera-

tions in foreign lands. From The establishment of the first 

RSS Headquarters in Kenya by Jagdish Chandra, to its 

spread throughout East Africa and its moving out to 

Leicester in England and eventually to Canada in the 

1970s. Ever since then, luring the Diaspora had always 

been a major policy point for the RSS. The RSS then estab-

lished a twin structure in these foreign places, generally 

known as Hindu Swayam Sevak Sangh (HSS). The recent 

trend of the using the internet for the proliferation of Hin-

dutva ideals started in the 1980s with Hindu symapthisers 

amongst the Diaspora in the United States who had  

GRFDT SEMINAR SERIES 

‚The Globalization of Hindutva-A Study into the emergence of e- Hindutva‛  

by   Dr. Ingrid Therwath 
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migrated along with the internet boom, an interesting 

precursor to developments mentioned by Dr. Therwath  

later in her speech. 

 

Further commenting on the approach taken to study Di-

aspora on the web and researchers’ predisposition to-

wards sub-altern/ post-modern studies regarding the 

finding of the voice of minority groups on the net, Dr. 

Therwath used a more exhaustive approach towards web 

studies by searching for traces left behind on the websites 

related to Hindutva. Taking all the available data with the 

network maps and after finding these traces, the study 

found a major polarisation with respect to the geograph-

ical locations of these websites- with one pole centered in 

India and more importantly the other pole centered in the 

United States. These US centres provided most of the con-

tent for the websites. Another very interesting fact which 

the study brought forward was the sharing of servers be-

tween the Hindu extremist groups and the Jewish extrem-

ist groups. This example of different Diasporic groups 

finding common ground in a foreign land, in this case the 

common ground being Islamophobia and a mutual feel-

ing of historical oppression was remarked with great ex-

clamation throughout the participants. 

 

A further study into the profiles of the people who were 

behind the websites found an overwhelming majority of 

them, 92percent in fact, to be upper caste, middle to up-

per caste males between the ages of 15 and 25. A further 

study into the economic activities in relation to the web-

sites found that funds raised by such websites, who chan-

nel the sentiments of sympathisers through charitable 

organisations and lobbies were funneled towards the fan-

ning of communal places, especially in the case of the 

Godhra riots. These websites then came under the scruti-

ny of the home country, particularly in the UK and the 

US, who tried desperately to shut down these sites. In 

order to avoid such scrutiny, the websites were converted 

into blogs. The charitable institutions also changed face 

once the restrictions started to take force. Giving a profile 

of the three type of people these websites were aware of- 

namely the group of people sociologically fit  for Hindut-

va for further recruitment for the cause, the changing face 

of Hindutva to appear as championing Hinduism (two 

concepts very different from each other as mentioned by 

Dr. Therwath earlier), and the monitoring agencies in or-

der to escape their gaze, Dr. Therwat brought her insight-

ful and very informative discussion to an end.  

 

The discussion was followed by a highly stimulating and 

informative question-answer round, in which a wide 

range of topics were discussed followed by a formal vote 

of thanks by Dr. G. Srinivas. 

Report by 

Ashwin Kumar, 

School of Interdisciplinary and Trans-

disciplinary Studies, IGNOU, Delhi 

Email– ashwin@subsmail.com 

Participants during GRFDT Seminar on 30 July 2012 
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A talk on ‚Role of Diaspora  in India’s Foreign Policy, 

National Security and Economic Development‛ by Am-

bassador J.C. Sharma, Former Member of High Level 

Committee on Indian Diaspora was organized by Viveka-

nanda International Foundation at the institute auditori-

um, New Delhi on 31 July 2012. Ajit Doval who wel-

comed Ambassador Sharma highlighted the importance 

of diaspora, especially the human resource it posses in the 

national development. 

‚We have not really 

understood the total 

potential of the dias-

pora‛, he mentioned. 

Ambassador Sharma 

has highlighted some 

of the impact of dias-

pora in the national 

and international poli-

tics out of his own 

experience during his 

long career as Foreign 

Service personnel of 

the Government of 

India. He mentioned 

that the events which 

are sensitive and ra-

cial have reverberation faraway places outside the coun-

try of origin. This is due to the presence of diapsora. Dias-

pora, which according to him, can be divided into three 

categories i.e NRI (Non Resident Indians), PIO (People of 

Indian Origin, who are no more Indian passport holder 

but whose forefather migrated to other countries) and 

SPIO (Stateless PIOs in various places such as Sri Lanka 

and elsewhere). He then highlighted the various phases 

of Indian diaspora and how diaspora policies during 

those times. While during colonial times, the rulers only 

taken care of the colonial interest, it is after independence 

the real diaspora policy emerged. He however mentioned 

that the All India Congress Committee use to take some 

diaspora issues in its meeting too. He highlighted Neh-

ru’s policy before and after independence. He mentioned 

that Nehru who before pre-independence period men-

tioned that India will take care of diaspora interest, 

changed his stance after independence saying ‚Out inter-

est on India’s overseas was primarily cultural and Civili-

zation‛. His change in attitude is understood the con-

straints India faced during the post independence period. 

Ambassador Sharma mentioned that the real engagement 

with the diaspora started during emergency to woo the 

diaspora support. In one hand it was by the congress and 

on the other by the Bharatiya Jan Sangha. The next phase 

of the diasporas engagement was during the Kargil war 

where diaspora communities in USA played a very pow-

erful role in lifting 

the sanction 

against India. The 

post kargil there 

were many more 

developments in 

institutionalizing 

the diaspora en-

gagement 

through Pravasi 

Bhartiya Divas, 

opening up new 

Ministries etc. 

He highlighted 

the major concern 

of the diaspora 

policy today is 

related to the is-

sue of security. 

He gave the example of Khalistan movement, Tamil 

movements and more recently the Kashmir movements 

are the serious concern in the diaspora policy. He men-

tioned that diaspora policy which is a part of the over-

arching foreign policy of India needs more caution while 

dealing with sensitive issues involving diaspora.  

Ambassador Sharma mentioned the role of diaspora in 

the economic development of the India. Quoting from the 

World Bank remittance data, he highlighted that the con-

tribution to the remittances is highest in the world today 

a whopping 54 US$. Transfer of technology in healthcare 

and Information technology is noteworthy. However, 

there is very little done at the policy level from the Gov-

ernment side, he said. 

Report by 

Ashwin Kumar, 

School of Interdisciplinary and Trans-

disciplinary Studies, IGNOU, Delhi 

Email– ashwin@subsmail.com 

DISTINGUISHED LECTURE 

Role of Diaspora  in India’s Foreign Policy 

by Ambassador J C Sharma 

 



 6 

 

 

Book Review 

Root s and Routes  

       GRFDT NEWSLETTER     VOL.1, No.4, JULY 2012   06 

Desai, Jigna (2004), Beyond Bollywood: The Cultural 

Politics of South Asian Diasporic Film, Routledge Pub-

lications, p.vii+1-273, ISBN 0-415-96684-1 

 

Human mobility across the national boundaries has creat-

ed enormous impact on every aspects of human living 

today. The subcontinent of India witnessed massive inter-

national migration since the colonial time and still contin-

ues to be one of the top most among all the international 

migrant countries even in the 21st century. The size of the 

population from the subcontinent especially from India 

living in Europe and USA and their consumption of cul-

ture brought new dynamics into the politics of culture in 

many of these countries. Diaspora is always in the state of 

flux with new composition, migration patterns and the 

cultural dynamics which possess have bearing on the cul-

tural politics today. The old and new Diasporas, reli-

gious, ethnic, regional and caste diasporas play quite 

different role in the cultural dynamic. 

 

There are very few serious studies to investigate the com-

plex cultural dynamics of the present diasporas. Jigna 

Desai’s book provides a prismatic look at the Bollywood 

film representing the popular culture of South Asia that 

played an important role in the identity formation. ‚<

culture is the contemporary repository of memory, of his-

tory, it is through culture, rather than government, that 

alternative forms of subjectivity, collectivity, and public 

life are imagined‛. The chapter begins with the above 

quote from Lisa Lowe that stresses the importance of cul-

ture in the diasporic existence today.  

 

Each of the eight chapters in the book articulates very 

important issues of cultural politics of South Asians today 

reviewing some of the South Asian diasporic films. The 

First Chapter ‚South Asian Diaspora and Transnational 

Cultural Studies‛ (pg. 1-35) outlines the emergence of 

South Asian diasporic cinema which pays the careful 

attention to its narrative films and their relationships to 

various cinemas (e.g., Hollywood, Bollywood, National 

Art House and parallel). It also poses questions regarding 

the influence of diasporic films in relation to their cultural 

politics. These films explore the transnational communi-

ties and interculturalisms.  Moreover, these cinemas help 

to understand the feminist and queer politics of these 

Asian and diasporic cinema play in the construction, acti-

vation and deferment of Nostalgia. In the essence, the 

book seek to explore and explicate the cultural, political 

and theoretical ‘cartographies’ of South Asian Diasporas, 

transnationalities that are disjointed, heterogeneous and 

hybrid rather than stable, unified or coherent.  

 

The Second Chapter ‚Between Hollywood and Bolly-

wood‛ (pg- 35-71) interestingly explores how the multidi-

rectional circulation of cultural products affects the di-

asporic cinema and how the spectatorships has been con-

structed that time. The diasporic cinema has been taking 

new shape with the immense representation of South 

Asian Diasporic films as well as Indian films which creat-

ed a different relationship between South Asian Diasporic 

Films and Bollywood films. Infact, with the increase in 

transnational projects and transactions, filmmakers have 

greater access to the means of production. Also, the grad-

ual contribution of South African filmmaking and repre-

sentation of national, cultural and ethnic issues motivated 

the state support in the production of diasporic cinema. 

 

The Third Chapter ‚When Indians Play Cowboys: Dias-

pora and Postcoloniality in Mira Nair’s Mississippi Masa-

la‛ (pg.-71-101) discusses the cultural politics and life-

style in the films such as Mississipi Masala, Masala, Bhaji 

and Fire. Basically, the films are institutionalized within 

the canons of national cinemas that projects nation-

building but with the rapid growth of globalization, the 

migration of people tremendously increased even after 

1970, which needs to conceptualize, the interexchange of 

social, cultural and ethnic identities with each other. The 

South Asian Diasporic films are usually incorporated into 

these national paradigms, through the logic of multi-

culturalism and cultural nationalism or through the na-

tionalist forms of nostalgia. While understanding Meera 

Nair’s film, Mississipi Masala which highlights how Indi-

an American are inserted into a classed racial classifica-

tion which is based on a polarized black and white binary 

inadequate for understanding the position of Asian who 

often experience shifting, flexible and sometimes contra-

dictory racialization processes. For example, Mina’s rela-

tionship with Demetrius functions in the film not only as 

the resolution of historical racial conflict but also as the 

process of Americanization and racial and cultural identi-

ty formation through a subsuming of the transnational 

migrant woman, narrative of the multi-cultural romance 

and American solidarity.  

 

The Fourth Chapter ‚Reel a State: Reimagining Diaspora, 

Homeland and Nation-state in Srinivas Krishna’s Masa-

la‛ (pg-71-101) discussed the Canadian film Masala 

works at multiple levels, shifting from issues of the nation 

and national culture to diasporic politics and global pro-

cesses. polarized black and white binary  inadequate for  
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understanding the position of Asian who often experi-

ence shifting, flexible and sometimes contradictory racial-

ization processes. For example, Mina’s relationship with 

Demetrius functions in the film not only as the resolution 

of historical racial conflict but also as the process of 

Americanization and racial and cultural identity for-

mation through a subsuming of the transnational migrant 

woman, narrative of the multi-cultural romance and 

American solidarity.  

The Fourth Chapter ‚Reel a State: Reimagining Diaspora, 

Homeland and Nation-state in Srinivas Krishna’s Masa-

la‛ (pg-71-101) discussed the Canadian film Masala 

works at multiple levels, shifting from issues of the na-

tion and national culture to diasporic politics and global 

processes. The film indicates the diasporic cultural poli-

tics as merely duplicating the national homeland culture. 

Masala interweaves the stories of several families in a 

Toronto Hindu community during the late eighties. It 

poses possibilities of (dis)identification from and with 

dominant cultures (in the Indian and Canadian case) for 

diasporic subjects. Broadly, it examines the relationship 

between nostalgia and cinema which suggests how the 

cinematic apparatus may function in diasporic process of 

(dis)identification of the community.  

The Fifth Chapter ‚Homesickness and Motion Sickness: 

Embodied Migratory Subjectivities in Gurinder Chadda’s 

Bhaji on the Beach‛ (pg-133-159) focused on the lives of 

non-resident Indians. The film is significant in its depic-

tion of the shifting relationship between the diaspora and 

homeland in the light of globalization processes includ-

ing the political and economic liberalization in India. The 

diasporic people felt homesickness which always gives 

attachment to the motherland while residing at alien 

land. The diasporic women faced various problems such 

as multiple nationalisms, contested citizenship, strained 

patriarchies, racism and economic exploitation in both 

the public and political platform in other countries. 

The Sixth Chapter ‚Homo on the Range: Queering Post-

coloniality and Globalization in Deepa Mehta’s Fire‛ (pg.

-159-193) questioned how to think about sexuality within 

globalization from diasporic and transnational positions 

when homosexuality has become a global sign. This film 

depicts the heterosexual relationship which quest for the 

acceptance of these relationship at the social and political 

floor. There are severe gender problems such as racial 

inequality with women which can be noticed in day-to-

day life.  

The Seventh Chapter ‚Sex in the Global City: The Sexual 

and Gender Politics of the New Urban, Transnational and 

Cosmopolitan Indian Cinema in English‛ (pg-193-211) 

discussed class, gender and sexual ideologies, political 

economy, power relations between diaspora and post-

colonial nation-state located in the global city through 

analyzing the film named ‚Bombay boys‛.  The film 

raised emerging issues such as Non-resident Indians 

(NRIs) in the present era of globalization and transna-

tionalism. The Bombay Boys, Split Wide Open and Mon-

soon Wedding concentrated on the exploitation of wom-

en visualizing through various issues such as heterosexu-

al romance, the dedicated girl-friend who sold herself in 

the hope of making it in Bollywood and abandoned by 

her NRI lover, the homeless girl-child who is paid in can-

dy and clothes by the male NRI and molestation of a girl 

child by her rich NRI uncle respectively. These diasporic 

cinema provides a critical perspective of gender diaspora 

and exploitation and economic power of relations be-

tween the diaspora characterized as the elite NRIs and 

the homeland.  

The Concluding Chapter ‚Conclusion: Migrant Brides, 

Feminist Films and Transnational Desires‛ (pg-211-231) 

discussed the conditions as well as development of both 

South African and Indian diaspora consisting a huge 

number as compared to other countries. The diasporic 

communities are actually surviving in a hybrid cultural 

environment relating to the issues which are beyond the 

territory of Bollywood cinema. Therefore, the name of the 

book is very appropriate for the subject it deals with. The 

author did not address the kind of occupations in which 

the diasporic communities are engaged in. The new 

emerging social issues require a serious attention by the 

society. The films help in exploring the emerging issues 

in academics which actually fill the gaps between existing 

social norms and emerging challenges.  

In the globalized world, the boundaries of social, cultural 

political domain are continuously made the contested 

identities. The South Asian Cinema tried to depict multi-

culturalism, ethnic disparity and simultaneously, the im-

pacts of societal changes such as inter-religious marriag-

es, homosexuality and increasing role of diasporic wom-

en in social political spheres. The wide range of various 

themes and issues such as racism, new modes of mar-

riage institution, homesickness and problems related to 

ethnic identity demands an interdisciplinary perspective 

for the policy formation at the global level. As Spivak 

(1999, 357) suggests, ‚Culture alive is always on the run, 

always changeful<‛ (P-8). The complex dynamics of the 

cultural politics and negotiation of identities in the trans-

national spaces are well explored by the author from  

interdisciplinary perspective. 

 

By:- 

Monika Bisht, Indira Gandhi National Open Universi-

ty, India, Delhi, email: monika4bisht@gmail.com 
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GRFDT  Interview 

Prof. Ravindra Kumar Jain ( popularly known as Prof.R.K.Jain) is 

an internationally acknowledged scholar on diaspora studies whose 

work started much before the concept ‚diaspora‛ came to our lexi-

con of social science and public domain. He taught at Oxford Uni-

versity,  visiting scholar in various universities abroad and was at 

Jawaharlal Nehru University till his retirement. He is now prestig-

ious Tagore National Fellow for Cultural Research in India. His re-

cent book is on ‚Nation, Diaspora, Trans-Nation: Reflections from 

India‛ (Routledge, 2010).  He candidly speaks to Dr. Mahalingam M 

of GRFDT about various issues related to diaspora scholarship and 

its evolutionary trajectories, though specifically having focus on In-

dian diaspora. 

 

What are the theoretical significance and policy implications of the study of Indian Diaspora? 

I think that the theoretical significance emanates from the fact that it deals with overseas migration which goes beyond the na-

tion in two directions. a) On the one hand, it is transnational b) on the other hand, sub-national. By transnational, I mean, the 

geographical location of Indian migration all over the world into six zones. By sub-national, one means that it is relevant to 

speak of Punjabi, Tamil and Telugu diaporas. One realizes this characteristic of diasporic migration. It is possible to compare 

historically and classically important human migration in time and space. Thus, we may compare Indian Diaspora with Chi-

nese, Jewish, the Armenians and Africans etc., and in time, migration of Indian overseas especially to East Africa and South-

east Asia since third century A.D. The well-known Indian migration to work on plantations starts from 19th century, further on, 

post-colonial migration of entrepreneurs, information technology workers in the closing decades of 20th century and it contin-

ues till now. Policy implications of this comparative approach follow from the economic and geo-political aspects of contempo-

rary overseas migration. Hence, we have dimensions of political economy and socio-cultural adaptation built into the notions 

of Diaspora and transnationalism. 

 

What could be the reasons for growing popularity of the phrase ‘Indian Diaspora’ and the Indian communities living 

outside India in the academic discourse ? 

 

The popular interest in Diaspora as migration and in cultural adaptability through multiculturalism and plural society is there, 

because, Diaspora constitutes an excellent case study of the processes of globalization. It is intrinsically connected with global 

markets, transnational communication and technological evolution of our times. The concept of Indian Diaspora as compared 

to the phrases ‘Indians Overseas’ and ‘Indians Abroad’ also signifies the global comparative dimension of diaspora studies. 

 

What are the ontological underpinnings of the adaptation of the term ‘Diaspora’ to refer to Overseas Indians? 

The term ‘Overseas Indians’ refers to a colonial context where the rise of India as an independent entity post 1947 was all im-

portant. In our own times, transnationalism has become the main feature of globalization. As such, we need to frame our un-

derstanding of global movement of human and capital resources in a framework which is partly South-Asian (not exclusively 

Indian) and actually global. By the latter term, I mean, Indian Diaspora is vertically connected with the Indian nation and hori-

zontally related to areas wherever Indians migrated. In other words, we have not only once migrant Indians but twice and 

thrice migrant Indians, for example, Fiji Indians, Uganda Indians. 

 

What are the epistemological implications when the discourse on Indian Diaspora is conducted in regional Indian lan-

guages? 

The question of epistemology in the case of Indian Diaspora discourse in Indian languages is complex one. But its main thrust 

refers to what has been called ‘sub-national’ or ‘regional’   spread of diasporic identity. Let me explain. When the World Hindi 

Conference is held in Mauritius or International Tamil Association Meet in Malaysia, we have the manifestation of great tradi-

tion in regional Indian languages and culture. This even may have political implications. For example , the rise of now  
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vanquished LTTE among overseas Tamils. In other words, sub-national or regional cultural and linguistic identities when the-

se are related to transnationalism enable us to make a jump for the region beyond the nation into a transnational arena. The 

arena is better termed ‘trans’ national rather than ‘inter’ national because not two but multiple national locations are involved 

 

Like many social science concepts, the phrase ‘Diaspora’ has also been borrowed from the West.  It has hardly been 

problematized in the Indian context. Please clarify this aspect? 

As is well known, the derivation of the term ‘Diaspora’ is from the Jewish experience. As such, it carries overtones of persecu-

tion and marginalization of immigrant groups of diasporics. There is also another side of the coin where certain minority 

groups like the Scottish diasporics in Australia or British and Dutch migrants in South Africa although numerical minorities 

became politically dominant. In the Indian context, most diasporics have been underprivileged minority groups though in 

cases like Mauritius, Surinam and to some extent in Trinidad and Tobago, Indians have also been politically dominant. The 

question of Indian numerical dominance in the context of post-colonial emigration from India does not arise. In that sense, to 

the extent that by and large Indian diasporics remain minority groups in all countries of the world, the generalized sense of  

the Western meaning of the term ‘Diaspora’ is applicable to them. 

 

It has been contended that there is a terminological problem with the usage of phrase ‘Indian Diaspora’. For those Indi-

ans who left India before partition and their descendants the reference point is ‘sub-continental India’, whereas for those 

leaving India after partition, the reference point is India as it is today. What is your comment on this? 

The spatio-temporal point at which Diaspora takes place becomes an intrinsic part of their persisting identity. Thus, the PIOs

( People of Indian Origin) who migrated before partition view themselves differently from the ones who followed them after 

the sub-continental partition. In fact, to understand these variations in the spatio-temporal location of diasporas, the concept 

of ‘referent origin’ has been proposed. The concept is useful when one is considering twice-thrice migrants spatially and at 

different points of time. Further, the concept ‘Diaspora’ for populations moving to-and-fro countries adjacent to India (e.g., 

Nepal, Bangladesh and Pakistan) is so complex as to be almost unusable. By this I mean that questions of legitimate and ille-

gitimate migration as well as difficulties of regulating a visa regime come in the way of conceptualizing these trans-border 

movements that do not normally arise in overseas migration. The recent post-partition history of South Asian nation states has 

been responsible for this situation. 

 

Indian Diaspora has been studied since long time by many scholars including you.  They did not use the term 

‘Diaspora’, instead, they used the term ‘Overseas Indians’.  The use of ‘Diaspora’ for Indians abroad is of recent origin. 

Why is this so? 

The recent origin of the concept Diaspora which is increasingly substituted for Indian overseas has to do with the current 

awareness and engagement with the process of globalization (I have already explained). 

 

It is estimated that besides six million Indian citizens (NRIs), there are more than twenty million people of Indian 

origin (PIOs) all over the world.  Since Diaspora is considered as soft power, to what extent  India has utilized this soft 

power for improving its international relations? 

It may seem paradoxical but to my mind, soft power impact of the old Diaspora (PIOs) seems to have greater potential for In-

dia’s future than the influence which NRIs( the Indian citizens abroad) will exert. The reason for this is the retention through 

challenge and response attitude of Indian resilience and values in the old Diaspora and the tendency to be blown over by in-

discriminate modernization and consumerism in the case of NRIs. The materialism and opportunism of the NRIs may be use-

fully contrasted with the rootedness of values through thick and thin, adverse circumstances, in the old diaspora of the PIOs. 

Of course, many NRIs in countries like the USA face gender discrimination in government-rules regulated job market. But this 

again leads to what Hansen has called a ‚commodified nostalgia‛ for India rather than anything rooted in socio-cultural val-

ues. Therefore, in the very long term the soft power potential of the PIOs seems greater, more promising, than the ‘bubbly’ 

allegiances of the NRIs. The old Indian community of PIOs in a country like South Africa is a good example of the resilience I 

am talking about. 

With globalization and rapid growth in the electronic media and information technologies, what Arjun Appadurai calls 

‘Diasporic public spheres’ have emerged. How far this is true with Indian Diaspora?   

There has always been a public sphere in the Indian Diaspora, what the new information technology has done is to add to the 

locomotionary efficiency( for example, fast air travel) virtual speed (for example, the internet and telephone). The impact of 

these developments is being felt equally in the old and the new Indian diaspora. I am afraid scholars like Appadurai are  
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almost exclusively enamoured of developments in the New 

World and that also in the United States of America. There 

is also the bias towards big urban conglomerates in the 

writing of those who talk about the newly emerging di-

asporic public spheres studies in India. It goes without say-

ing that the future of Indian youth is intrinsically tied up 

with globalization and transnationalism, and the study and 

research into Indian diaspora is a concrete and valuable 

case-study of these processes. 

 

Do please comment on the recent attack on Sikh Indi-

an Diaspora in the U.S.A? 

The recent attack at Gurudwara in Wisconsin highlights to 

my mind  the appalling ignorance of socio-cultural factors 

in the general public in the very affluent state of middle 

America. However, I think that incidents such as this one 

will be fewer and less grotesque in the future, because, the 

spread of awareness of human rights and hopefully of global citizenship must make a difference to the evolutionary mind-

set. As I have always maintained the globalization of infrastructures must accompany the globalization of mind.  

 

How far are the concepts of ‘long distance nationalism’ and ‘the politics of belonging’ relevant to the study of Indian 

Diaspora? 

 Longing and belonging are two dimensions of Indian identity in Diaspora. Belonging to India was a notion which held an 

appeal among Indian diasporics during Indian nationalist struggle that was the era of ‘long distance nationalism’. The post - 

independence India has seen the rise of the politics of belonging as among Indian diasporics in Fiji, Australia and Canada. 

The latter is much dependent on changing geo-political circumstances in relating Indians with their Diaspora. 

 

What policy measures the Indian government can take towards the Indian Diaspora? 

There are two clear socio-cultural policy implications.1) The regional diversity of India as represented in the Diaspora 

should not be a cause of worry for the Indian government because, in the Diaspora, it is a rich source of pluralism rather 

than conflict. This is because the socio, cultural diversity in Diaspora is not necessarily politicized as it is in India.2) I believe 

that the official distinction between PIOs and NRIS has outlasted its value .In the current era of globalization, this distinction 

fails to reflect major socio-cultural differences between the two categories ( I have deliberately  ignored or eschewed political 

implications of the policy towards Diaspora). 

 

Please throw light on the concept of ‘social remittances’ to the ancestral land from Indian Diaspora?  

The concept of ‘social remittance’ in relation to Indian Diaspora is of considerable relevance. It relates to philanthropy quite 

apart from family remittances, which diasporics make to home communities. It is also worth mentioning that what used to 

be called ‘brain drain’ should now be conceived as ‘brain bank’. This is because there is a circular movement between Dias-

pora and home territories. 

 

 What do you suggest to scholars for broadening the debates and approaches to the study of the Indian Diaspora? 

The entire field of Indian Diaspora cannot be painted in uniform colour. I think that there is an increasing need for multi -

disciplinary collaboration in the field of Diaspora studies. Further on, the particularties and generalities of Indian Diaspora 

need to be strengthened through increasing comparative studies. The important modality of comparison would be cultural 

translation both vertically and horizontally in fields of Diaspora. I personally think that this approach would pay greater 

dividend than a typological approach. 

 

What is your suggestion for the growth and expansion of GRFDT as research think-tank on Diaspora and transna-

tionalism studies? 

I welcome GRFDT initiative as the pioneering forum in India social science study where Diaspora and transnationalism 

have become the focus of young student researchers. Obviously, this is the most promising growth point for Diaspora.  
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Indian Diaspora meet to be held Sep 30 in 

Amsterdam 

Indian Diaspora mmet to be held in Amsterdam on 30 

September 2this year. The one-day conference will focus 

on improving inter-generational relations as well as rela-

tions between different groups of Indian Diaspora in the 

Netherlands. According to the conference organisers, the 

Indian ambassador to the Netherlands, Bhaswati 

Mukherjee, Dutch officials, many other Indian and Dutch 

experts, and representatives from various social and 

business organisations are expected to participate in the 

event.  The conference aims to strengthen the links be-

tween various Indian Diaspora groups and organisations, 

promote the role of Indian diaspora in Dutch society, and 

intensify and broaden ties between India and the Nether-

lands in various fields. The Netherlands has the second 

largest population of people of Indian origin in Europe 

with an estimated 200,000 including People of Indian 

origin (PIO), mainly from Suriname, and non-resident 

Indians (NRIs) from India. Thousands of Indians, mainly 

from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar states, had emigrated to 

the then Dutch colony of Suriname in South America 

about 130 years ago. Some of them migrated to the Neth-

erlands when Suriname became independent in 1975. 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/home/online-channel/396-india-

abroad/84741-indian-diaspora-meet-to-be-held-sep-30-in-

amsterdam.html 

Global Diaspora Forum 2012 held at Wash-

ington 
US Department of State and the US Agency for Interna-

tional Development (USAID) hosted the second annual, 

two-day Global Diaspora Forum for 2012 in Washington, 

D.C. in July. More than 500 leaders from diaspora com-

munities with roots in over 50 countries, US government 

officials, private stakeholders and executives from non-

profit organizations and foundations explored new ways 

to tap the diaspora to boost economic growth in the US 

and in countries of their origin or heritage. Participants 

discussed how the interplay of migration, culture, tech-

nology and economics is shaping a world that is less de-

fined by a zero-sum game of winners and losers, but 

more by integration, interconnectedness and interde-

pendence that offers the potential to create value global-

ly. Along with this comes the growing concept of univer-

sal kinship, powered in large measure by diaspora com-

munities whose hyphenated identities enable them to 

contribute to their country of origin and the country in 

which they live or have lived through entrepreneurship, 

volunteerism, mentorship, philanthropy and diplomacy. 

The United Nations estimates the global diaspora popu-

lation at 214 million, which would hypothetically make 

them inhabitants of the fifth most populous country in 

the world. Of this, the size of the US diaspora is 62 mil-

lion. The Indian-American diaspora, which consists of 

People of Indian Origin (PIOs) and Non-resident Indians 

in the US (NRIs), is 2.8 million per the US Census data 

for 2010.  

With concerns over the global economic situation and 

reports on growing unemployment, there is a rise in re-

verse brain drain by up to 30 percent, according to ex-

perts. "The reverse drain has been seen across the indus-

tries and various geographies across the globe, including 

the US, Canada, Australia and Europe. The number of 

people wanting to come back to India has gone up by 25-

30 percent as compared to pre-economic crisis," Interna-

tional Management Institute (IMI) Professor Satish K 

Kalra said. The main reason that Indians working over-

seas are planning to relocate is because India  have started 

paying better and working in the country continues to 

offer global exposure and they feel their skills have higher 

value on return and better career prospects, he said. The 

country's sustained growth even during uncertain times 

coupled with world class higher education system, like 

IITs and IIMs, and higher sense of belonging that makes 

them emotionally bound to their careers and society add 

further to this decision, he said. "It could bring in acceler-

ation of learning in some of the niche fields like biotech, 

automobile, construction, oil and gas," Kalra added. The 

returning Indians would have got exposed to better tech-

nologies in these fields and it would be easier for India 

Inc to embrace this and the local workforce would gain 

from this new experience, he said. "We could also see a 

more disciplined workforce as returning Indians would 

cultivate a respect around time boundaries and ability to 

work without follow ups," he said.  

http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/international/global-

crisis-forces-reverse-migration-by-up-to-30_57417.html  

Global crisis forces reverse migration by up to 30% 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailypioneer.com%2Fhome%2Fonline-channel%2F396-india-abroad%2F84741-indian-diaspora-meet-to-be-held-sep-30-in-amsterdam.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHpbPN79tPNgQT7cx1c7lzy5zARtA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailypioneer.com%2Fhome%2Fonline-channel%2F396-india-abroad%2F84741-indian-diaspora-meet-to-be-held-sep-30-in-amsterdam.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHpbPN79tPNgQT7cx1c7lzy5zARtA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailypioneer.com%2Fhome%2Fonline-channel%2F396-india-abroad%2F84741-indian-diaspora-meet-to-be-held-sep-30-in-amsterdam.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHpbPN79tPNgQT7cx1c7lzy5zARtA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailypioneer.com%2Fhome%2Fonline-channel%2F396-india-abroad%2F84741-indian-diaspora-meet-to-be-held-sep-30-in-amsterdam.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHpbPN79tPNgQT7cx1c7lzy5zARtA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailypioneer.com%2Fhome%2Fonline-channel%2F396-india-abroad%2F84741-indian-diaspora-meet-to-be-held-sep-30-in-amsterdam.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHpbPN79tPNgQT7cx1c7lzy5zARtA
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/international/global-crisis-forces-reverse-migration-by-up-to-30_57417.html
http://zeenews.india.com/business/news/international/global-crisis-forces-reverse-migration-by-up-to-30_57417.html
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Conferences/Seminars/Call for Papers 

 ‚International Labour Law and Social Protection Conference‛, 

27th to 30th August 2012, Johannesburg, Gauteng, South Afri-

ca.  

        www.uj.ac.za/EN/Faculties/law/about/Pages/UpcomingEvents.aspx  

 Under the Shade of an Olive Tree: Conversations on Greek 

Diaspora, Edited by Litsa Chatzivasileiou and Anna 

Carastathis,  Please submit an abstract of your proposed sub-

mission (maximum 500-700 words), and a brief biographical 

note (200 words) before July 15, 2012 to undertheshadeofanolive-

tree@gmail.com.  

 6th Global Conference ‚Multiculturalism, Conflict and Belong-

ing‛, 16th   to  19th September 2012 , Oxford, United Kingdom. 

www.tinyurl.com/yhtymwg  

 Place and Displacement, Conference, 21st   to  23rd November 

2012, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia. 

www.communityidentity.com.au/?page_id=655   

 International Conference on ‚Africa and the Diaspora in the 

New Millennium‛, University of Missouri-St. Louis, USA, Oc-

tober 30-November 1. 2012. www.cbaac.org/  

 ‚Migration, Memory and Place‛, Conference, 6th   to  7th De-

cember 2012, Copenhagen, Denmark. 

www.migrationandculture.ku.dk/call/  

 ‚Temporary Migration in the Global South: African Review of 

Economics and Finance‛, Abstracts of approximately 500 words 

should be sent as word document to the Guest Editors 

by  August 30, 2012.  

       www.african-review.com/Contributors.html  

 ‚Migration and Well-Being Research Frontiers‛ , 8th   to  10th 

January 2013, Tel-Aviv, Israel.  

       www.socsci.tau.ac.il/migration/conference/  

 ‚International Conference on Macau Narratives‛, 8th to 10th 

May 2013,  Lisbon, Portugal. 

       www.cham.fcsh.unl.pt/internationalconferencemacaunarratives.html  

We invite Students, Researchers and Faculty Members to submit a small write up of their achievements and awards to the edi-

tor. It will provide the scholars a platform to connect with peer groups working on themes related to Diaspora and Transna-

tionalism. For information related to seminar/conferences/events  can be sent to the Editor at: editor@grfdt.com  

Root s and Routes  

COMPAS Photo Competition 2012 

New Lives and Dreams 
For this year's photography competition COMPAS is looking 

for images that reflect the theme of 'New Lives and Dreams'. 

We are particularly looking for images that depict the  impact 

that migration has on people’s lived experiences, both in 

terms of hopes and reasons for moving, as well as the effect 

that migration has on life in work, communities and homes. 

Prizes: £250 and £100 for winning entries and £50 for 10 run-

ners-up. Winning entries will appear in the COMPAS Annual 

Calendar and entrants will also be sent a copy. 

Enter by Friday 12 October 2012. Please read the competi-

tion's terms and conditions before submitting via the email 

address also listed below. 

http://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/events/photo-competition/photo

-competition-new-lives-and-dreams#c2503 

Diaspora Engagement Project: Colloquium on 

‚Linking the Ghanaian Diaspora to the Develop-

ment of Ghana‛  

Wednesday, 22-08-2012 to Friday, 24-08-2012  

Accra, Ghana - The purpose of this project is to contribute to the 

efforts of the Government of Ghana to mobilize the country’s dias-

pora toward its socio-economic development through strength-

ened dialogue and engagements. The project targets Ghanaian 

diaspora associations in the five countries (USA, Italy, UK, Germa-

ny, and the Netherlands) with the highest concentrations of Gha-

naian emigrants. Specific interventions planned under the project 

include: 

 a profiling of Ghanaian diaspora groups in the target coun-

tries; 

 the holding of dialogue fora between the Government of Gha-

na and the diaspora; 

 the establishment of a national Diaspora Support Unit; and 

 the creation of a diaspora database and diaspora website. 

The diaspora colloquium (forum), to be held in Ghana, will in-

volve interactions with representatives of IOM Missions at the 

target countries, diaspora associations, government officials, the 

private sector and civil society.  

It is envisioned that this project will serve as a platform for facili-

tating the engagement of the country’s emigrants in sustainable 

development by the GoG. 

Contact: 

Tsatsu Dawson 

IOM Accra 

Email: tdawson@iom.int   

Tel: +233 (0) 200 184 297      

 

http://www.cbaac.org/
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.compas.ox.ac.uk%2Fevents%2Fphoto-competition%2Fphoto-competition-new-lives-and-dreams%23c2503&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHOlCkWVdKmcF9C0OlmTSmFSWjdug
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.compas.ox.ac.uk%2Fevents%2Fphoto-competition%2Fphoto-competition-new-lives-and-dreams%23c2503&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHOlCkWVdKmcF9C0OlmTSmFSWjdug
http://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/h/ysrslazgkpr3/?&v=b&cs=wh&to=tdawson@iom.int
tel:%2B233%20%280%29%20200%20184%20297

