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Dear Friends 

 

Thank you all for the overwhelming support for the Roots and 

Routes. Your feedback to improve the contents, quality and design 

of the Newsletter is highly appreciated. We will try our best to make 

the Newsletter more interesting for researchers and policy makers. 

 

There are suggestions regarding special issues on region/country as 

well as other emerging issues. We will be very glad to work out on 

the suggestions. We welcome scholars to contribute on various is-

sues, themes and country specific studies and would be covered by 

the Roots and Routes after reviewed by the editorial committee.  

 

The present issue has similar columns like the first issue. Apart 

from the usual GRFDT activities, we have carried out a book review 

and interviewed eminent as well as emerging scholars. The news 

section covers the current development in the broad areas of diaspo-

ra, transnationalism, international migration providing food for 

thought for new research.  

 

GRFDT is preparing a comprehensive database on scholars working 

on the area of diaspora and transnationalism. The database will be 

available both online and in print. The database intends to promote 

peer network and interdisciplinary research. 

 

We are thankful to scholars who share wide ranging and relevant 

information with us through email, facebook and other social me-

dia. This interactive space is important for cutting edge research on 

diaspora and transnationalism.  

 

Once again we request for your continued support and suggestions 

to improve the content, quality and presentation of the Newsletter 

in the forthcoming issues.  

  

 

 

Sadananda Sahoo 
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The Global Research Forum on Diaspora and Transna-

tionalism (GRFDT), organised its first lecture of 

‘Distinguished Lecture Series’ on April 21, 2012 at Ja-

waharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi. The lecture 

was delivered by Ambassador J.C. Sharma, former Mem-

ber Secretary, High Level Committee on Indian Diaspora 

on the topic ‚India's Diaspora Policy: Evolution, Chal-

lenges and Prospects‛. Dr. Smita Tiwari, JMI, New Delhi 

and Kamala Kanta Dash, Research Scholar Monash Uni-

versity, Australia were the discussants of the lecture. The 

programme started with the welcome address by Kshipra 

Uke, Joint Secretary of GRFDT followed by an introduc-

tion about GRFDT and about Shri J.C. Sharma. 

Ambassador J.C. Sharma opened his lecture with a rele-

vant observation that the academic studies on diaspora 

have not yet made adequate progress due to lack of mul-

tidisciplinary approach to the subject. He said that the 

Indian diaspora policy making faced tremendous chal-

lenges since beginning, the reason being that the policy 

had to deal with diverse groups of Indian emigrants 

across the globe. Providing a comprehensive history of 

the various waves of Indian emigration since 1834 till 

date, he detailed the subsequent diaspora policies of In-

dia, stretching from pre-independence to post-

independence in response to the needs of the specific 

point of time. He analysed various policies in detail, espe-

cially, how the initial policy on indenture labourers ne-

glected the Indian emigrants’ interests and the resultant 

debate among the Indian national leaders who stood 

against that exploitative system of recruitment; how vari-

ous post-independent Indian 

governments dealt with the is-

sues affecting Indian emigrants at 

different parts of the world in-

cluding Tamils in Burma and 

Srilanka, Indians in East Africa 

and Caribbean, for instance. He 

discussed the influence of post-

1973 oil boom and the economic 

reforms in India in 1990s upon 

the aspiring emigrants and their 

emigration pattern and how the 

diaspora policy of India became a 

‘remittances centric’ since. To 

him, the National Democratic 

Alliance (NDA) governments’ 

policy characterised a complete 

paradigm shift as they adopted a 

different take on diaspora policy 

based on the ideology of ‘cultural 

nationalism’ and the issue of dual  
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citizenship was addressed in their election manifesto. Lat-

er period witnessed a multitude of policy initiatives in the 

field including PIO card, Overseas Citizenship (with no 

political rights), Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas (PBD), to men-

tion a few from his lecture. J.C. Sharma, offered a critical 

assessment of the MOIA and its functioning, pointed out 

certain negativities - gulf oriented policy initiatives and 

also the politicisation of the PBD. He ended his lecture 

with a hope that GRFDT could effectively engage with 

the issues on diaspora and transnationalism. Discussant 

Dr. Smita Tiwari clarified some of the key issues related 

to  diaspora policy making and she also highlighted the 

inadequacies of the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs 

(MOIA) and the poor data base management of the minis-

try and the challenges of policy making owing to the het-

erogeneity  of Indian emigration routes to Gulf, Europe 

and other western countries.  

Dr. Tiwari critically made a point that gender issues 

should also be addressed in the diaspora policy making 

and also asserted the need for those policies and pro-

grammes which focus different sections of emigrants, 

youth for instance, like Know India Programme etc. Ka-

mala Kanta Dash demonstrated the importance of impar-

tial observers and stake holders in the diaspora policy 

making and aspired that the GRFDT could be one with 

high credentials. Elucidating where GRFDT could be lo-

cated in the larger global scene, he situated the role and 

potential of the GRFDT as a think-tank, stake holder and 

an active forum supporting the diaspora policy making in 

a viable manner.  

The discussion was followed by the Question-Answer 

Session. Various critical questions were raised on interna-

tional organisations’ involvement in the PBD, on rules of 

NRI marriages so as to deal with the issues of marital ab-

sconding and exploitation, India’s role in negotiating the 

position of Indian emigrants in Malaysia, and the position 

of the NDA government on the non-Hindu Indian emi-

grants in the wake of their policy based on cultural na-

tionalism. Dr. Mahalingam thanked Ambassador Sharma 

for his intellectually enriching and ably encapsulated lec-

ture. The programme successfully concluded with an in-

formal interaction with Ambassador Sharma by the side 

of lunch arranged by GRFDT. 

 

Report by Divya Balan ,  

Research Scholar, JNU, New Delhi  

Diaspora Newsletter Roots and Routes released in Delhi 

Roots and Routes, the monthly Newsletter of the Global 

Research Forum for Diaspora and Transnational-

ism (GRFDT), was released by Dr. A. Didar Singh, former 

Secretary, Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA), 

Government of India and Guest of Honour Ambassador 

Paramjit Singh Sahai at a Seminar on ‚India’s Diaspora 

Policy and Advocacy‛ held at the School of Social Scienc-

es in JNU on May 12, 2012.   
 

The inaugural April issue has the welcome message from 

Mr. Vayalar Ravi, Minister for Overseas Indian Affairs 

(MOIA), Government of India. The Minister has lauded 

the efforts of the GRFDT and has wished the forum a 

great future. To quote him, ‚I appreciate the efforts of the 

Forum, to connect, highlight and enlighten on various 

aspects of diaspora and transnationalism. I hope this initi-

ative would yield to greater cooperation, understanding 

and benefit the society at large.‛ 

 

Like the inaugural issue, the forthcoming issues of Roots 

and Routes will cover updates on seminars, conferences, 

book reviews, interviews, fellowships and other scholarly 

updates in the subject areas of global diaspora, interna-

tional migration, diaspora policy, remittance, global trade 

and FDI, diaspora advocacy, diasporic art & culture, di-

asporic writings, diasporic entrepreneurship, issues of 

identity, multiculturalism, social cohesion, racism, dis-

crimination, social exclusion, diaspora and development, 

charity and philanthropy. This newsletter would be high-

ly informative and useful for students, academics and 

book publishers in the subjects of social sciences, humani-

ties and management including Sociology, Literature, 

Political Science, Economics, Development studies, Busi-

ness Management and International Relations etc. 

Inauguration of GRFDT Newsletter  

‘Roots and Routes’ 



 5 

 

 

3     GRFDT NEWSLETTER     VOL.1, No.2, MAY 2012  05 

India's Diaspora Policy and Advocacy 

Roots and Routes 

A National Seminar on ‚Understanding 

Diaspora Policy of India‛ was held at the 

School of Social Sciences in JNU on 12th 

May 2012. Organised by an emerging 

diaspora studies think tank, Global Re-

search Forum on Diaspora and Transna-

tionalism (GRFDT), this was the third 

national seminar and second distin-

guished lecture of the forum in 2012. Dr. 

A. Didar Singh, former Secretary, Minis-

try of Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA), 

Government of India was the distin-

guished speaker impressively supported 

by the Guest of Honour Amb. Paramjit 

Singh Sahai. 

  

Dr. Singh’s distinguished lecture on 

‚Engaging the Indian Diaspora‛ high-

lighted the strengths and challenges of 

the Diaspora policy of India. Giving a 

historical sketch of the formation of In-

dia’s diaspora, he mentioned that the 

challenges of the India’s diaspora are unique as it is diverse 

and wide spread as compared to other Diasporas in the 

world. Dr. Singh mentioned that the Diaspora policy of India 

focuse on two key aspects i.e. (1) large number of expatriate 

skilled population in the emerging economy; and (2) these 

communities are seen as a resource for the development of 

the country of origin. He said, ‚an overseas community can 

and does serve as an important bridge to access knowledge, 

expertise, resources and markets for the development of the 

country of origin‛. 

  

The second speaker Dr. Smita Tiwari, a PhD in Diaspora 

Policy from JNU and now a faculty at Jamia Millia Islamia, 

spoke on ‚India’s Diasora Policy 1999-2008: Evolution, Ob-

jectives and Principles‛. She mentioned that the India’s dias-

pora policy has changed over the period of time and also in 

response to recent global developments. She found that the 

shift in India’s policy towards diaspora is primarily based on 

its economic and political considerations. The growing eco-

nomic role of Indian diaspora has increased their status in 

India’s development. Further, the greater involvement of 

Indian diaspora in India’s foreign and security policies has 

led to stronger bilateral relations with countries of their 

settlement. She also mentioned that India’s increasing inter-

est to engage the diaspora in the West has also led to aliena-

tion of the diaspora settled in the developing and least de-

veloped countries (LDCs). 

  

Third speaker, Mr. Kamala Kanta Dash, a policy analyst and 

now a PhD Candidate from Monash University, presented a 

paper on Public Policy and Advocacy: Understanding Indian 

Diaspora Advocacy. He argued that public policy and advo-

cacy go together. He defined Policy advocacy as a process 

that represents specific or broader community interests, 

identifies existing loopholes to strengthen policy provisions, 

shapes policy discourses and facilitates its effective imple-

mentation and feedback. Mr. Dash focused on the nature of 

policy advocacy and methods & effectiveness of Diaspora 

advocacy. He further discussed whether Indian Diaspora 

Advocacy in United States has impacted Policy Making in 

United States and India and if they have influenced India’s 

bilateral trade and security ties with the United States. Tak-

ing the case of US India Political Action Committee 

(USINPAC), Mr. Dash discussed the important role of 

USINPAC in Indo-US Civilian Nuclear Energy Deal.   

  

The session was followed by questions and answers. Ambas-

sador Paramjit S. Sahai shared his thought provoking ideas 

and experiences as a diplomat in engaging with the Diaspor-

ic communities. Ambassador Sahai suggested to focus on 

Indian Diaspora Policy and publish working papers and 

policy briefs. Both Dr. Singh and Ambassador Sahai congrat-

ulated the paper presenters and the GRFDT for creating a 

global platform for scholars and policy makers in diaspora 

affairs.   

 

 Dr. A. Didar Singh speaking on  ‘Engaging the Indian Diaspora’ 

Seminar Series 
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 Book Review 
Rainer Bauböck and Thomas Faist (eds.), Diaspora and 

Transnationalism: Concepts, Theories and Methods. 

IMISCOE Research, Amsterdam University Press, 2010, 

352 p., ISBN: 9789089642387  

 

Diaspora and transnationalism are interrelated and 

prominent features of globalization today. Scholars in 

academia, public policy and other areas have overwhelm-

ingly responded to the phenomenon of diaspora and 

transnationalism. Historically, though it was associated 

with the jews, diaspora became a global issue since 1990s. 

Thanks to the effect of liberalization which provided 

more effective articulation to many developing countries 

to treat their emigrants conveniently as diaspora. Both 

diaspora and transnationalism are now widely used and 

discussed. However, a well defined concept and theories 

are yet to emerge. The theories and concepts that have 

emerged in the diaspora scholarships are not only diverse 

but also wide ranging, the fluidity often difficult to com-

prehend.  Cross cultural and comparative studies were 

not a prominent trend in the diaspora studies in the early 

days. However, this trend is changing in the recent years. 

 

Diaspora and transnational studies are closely linked to 

migration studies, literature and cultural studies and 

more recently among the development studies. Though 

diaspora and transnational studies emerged as subcatego-

ries in many established disciplines from diverse areas, a 

distinctive scholarship emerged with the work of William 

Safran, Steven Vertovec, Ravindra Jain, Arjun Apadurai, 

Clifford, Robin Cohen , Tölölyan et.al. 
 

 

As the title suggests this volume revolves around these 

two concepts. It comprises of fifteen articles by authors 

who are firmly rooted in specific disciplines like Bruneau 

in human geography, Dahinden in sociology, Weinar in 

political science and Paerregaard in cultural anthropolo-

gy. Their work compares and contrasts these two cross 

border processes across a range of social science disci-

plines – sociology, political science, geography and an-

thropology. Methodologically also the contributions come 

from very different disciplinary traditions, e.g. multi-

sitedness comes from geography and anthropology, net-

work analysis from sociology, internet research from 

communication studies and survey research from politi-

cal science and sociology. 

 

The first article introduces the concepts diaspora and 

transnationalism, summarises the debate in the other con-

tributions in this book and draws conclusion. Here Thom-

as Faist discusses what the two concepts have in common 

and what distinguishes them from other branches of 

globalisation studies. He also attempts to find out what 

distinguishes transnationalism from diaspora studies and 

how they can be fruitfully used. 

 

The article by Bruneau addresses the concept of diaspora 

from a geographical standpoint, taking into account its 

materiality in terms of space, place and territory. He 

differentiates the concept of diaspora from migration, 

minority, transnational community and territory of move-

ment, and then complements it with a typology of dias-

poras such as entrepreneurship, politics, religion and eth-

nicity/ race. 

 

In her article, Dahinden argues that transnational for-

mations result from a combination of transnational mobil-

ity and locality in the sending or/and receiving country. 

She does not contrast diaspora with transnationalism, but 

builds on the sedentary/ nomadic distinction within 

transnational studies. 

 

The article by Weinar analyses the emerging functional 

definitions of diaspora against the policy-based indicators 

and attempts to understand how diaspora is framed as a 

migration policy actor in the EU documents. Here the 

analysis suggests that policy debates adopted at the inter-

national level have an impact on how the distinction be-

tween transnational community and diaspora is framed 

in public discourse. 

 

The article by Paerregaard suggests that diaspora serves 

as an analytical category to study particular aspects of 

migration processes rather than as a general term for all 

forms of hybridity and mobility. He focuses on the politi-

cal constitution of diaspora using the case of Peruvian 

migration. 
 

These articles deal with the history and evolution of dias-

pora and transnationalism whereas the next five chapters 

(i.e 6 to 10) compare how different social, cultural and 

political theories explain the formation of diasporas and 

the emergence of transnationalism. They also assess what 

weight these phenomena are given in broader theoretical 

accounts of change in contemporary society. The article 

by Schiller elaborates a critique of the use of the term na-

tion-state as a unit of analysis that underlies much of mi-

gration scholarship including transnational migration.   
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She argues that ‘highlighting transnational processes, 

past and present, and  addressing institutionalised power 

can serve as a conceptual starting point for new perspec-

tives on migration called a ‘global power analysis of mi-

gration’ (110). This can bring together the various appar-

ently contradictory trends within migration discourses 

and scholarship, and explain their simultaneous emer-

gence and relationships. 

 

The article by Waterbury looks at the similarities in the 

structure and political dynamics of diaspora engagement 

by a variety of kin and migrant-sending states, and con-

structs a broadly comparative model of how and why 

states make policy towards their national populations 

abroad. It develops a model of ‘diaspora as resource’ 

which offers a useful framework for explaining the mo-

tives for, and modes of engagement with, those outside 

state borders. 

The article by Koinova focuses on theorising the role of 

diasporas in world politics. Here the author argues that 

diasporas utilise democratic discourses and procedures in 

order to pursue nationalist projects related to their land 

of origin. 

 

The article by King and Christou brings in the phenome-

non of second- generation return into focus and, and ex-

plore its theoretical and conceptual implications.  

 

The next article which is an ethnographic study by Boc-

cagni focuses on the meaning of transnationalism, and 

highlights the variable relevance of transnational ties in 

the everyday lives of the immigrants. 

 

The last four articles (i.e.11 to 14) in the volume deal with 

developing methodological toolboxes and innovations for 

studying transnational and diasporic phenomena empiri-

cally. For example, the article by Mazzucato explores a 

simultaneous matched sample (SMS) methodology in 

which a relatively large matched sample of respondents 

is studied simultaneously and intensively. The chapter 

reflects on the experiences of using such a methodology 

from the Ghana TransNet research programme. The arti-

cle by Jonkers examines the specific field of scientific col-

laboration across international borders that uses ethnic 

origin and migration experience as a resource. The article 

by Kissau and Uwe Hunger suggests internet as finely 

meshed tool, constituting an appropriate research site for 

advancing the study and understanding of migrant net-

works and influence abroad. It deals with how the inter-

net can be used to study developments in migrants’ net-

works and thus differentiate between transnational 

online communities, virtual diasporas and ethnic online 

public spheres. Morales and Jorba contribute to a meth-

odologically sophisticated understanding of 

‘organisational transnationalism’ through a systematic 

analysis of the transnational practices of migrants’ organ-

isations in three Spanish cities: Barcelona, Madrid and 

Murcia. 

 

In the concluding chapter Rainer Bauböck draws a politi-

cal theory perspective on transnationalism. He argues 

that the study of transnational citizenship and diasporic 

identities can be seen as complementing each other, ra-

ther than as providing alternative interpretations for the 

same phenomena. 

 

A wide range of themes and complex issues such as eth-

nic conflicts, international relations, generational change, 

entrepreneurship and the comparative studies of diaspo-

ra and transnational community makes the book worthy 

for the interdisciplinary reading. This is definitely anoth-

er important scholastic addition by the IMISCOE Re-

search Forum and a very valuable contribution to the un-

derstanding of the evolving phenomenon. The book is 

still heavily loaded with western scholarships. The contri-

butions of Arjun Apadurai, Ravindra Jain and a host of 

Asian and African and scholars are being overlooked.  

 

 

By  

Dr. Sudhansubala Sahu, PhD in Sociology, Central 

University of Hyderabad, Email id: sudhansubal-

asahu.hcu@gmail.com 

Roots and Routes 
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GRFDT  Interview 
Dr. Rajinder Dudrah was honored by the Triangle Media Group, UK, as one of the 

top 50 Global South Asian Achievers for promoting South Asian popular culture 

and popular Hindi Cinema in the year 2010. His undergraduate degree was in Cul-

tural Studies at the University of Portsmouth (with specialisms in film and media 

studies and cultural theory), followed by his PhD at the Dept. of Cultural Studies 

and Sociology, University of Birmingham. Before joining the University of Manches-

ter, where he is currently Senior Lecturer and Director of the Centre for Screen Stud-

ies, he was a Research Fellow in Sociology at the University of Portsmouth. Dr. Du-

drah shared his ideas with Dr. Sadananda Sahoo, Editor, Roots and Routes.  

 

How do you find the role of popular culture in the diaspora in general? How the popular culture shapes the dias-

pora, especially in the context of Indian diaspora in U.K.? 

In my work, notions of diaspora are constituted out of and help shape popular cultural formations.  Through mass medi-

ated and everyday forms (such as literature, oral cultures, music, films, radio, the internet, theatre - the list could go on), 

that shift between the homeland, transnational and new places of settlement (themselves often being made anew as a 

result), important modernist and humanist issues are up for discussion.  Social and cultural identities and variables such 

as race, class, gender, sexuality, caste, are produced and reproduced in the diaspora setting in and through popular cul-

ture and this makes it an exciting and important terrain to engage with and contest. 

 

You have worked on knowledge transfer and the role of culture. How strong are the linkages between culture and 

economy in the diaspora especially in the multicultural society such as UK? Does this benefit the home country 

while engaging the diaspora in development? 

Knowledge transfer is a relatively new and exciting area in the UK that encourages us to think about how we engage our 

work with a number of different partners outside the academy.  It’s not just about the academy disseminating its re-

search with users outside the University, but more importantly how our research, especially in the Arts and Humanities, 

is often informed by relationships, processes of exchange, dialogue and discovery with artists, students, organizations, 

teachers, activists, the media, and community groups outside the higher education establishment.  My own work around 

diaspora (how it is made, remade, sustained and developed anew both in its relationship to various homelands, but also 

in its ability to foster and create an identity of its own), has benefitted from the exchanges and productive interactions 

(agreements as well as productive intellectual disagreements) with organisations like Punch Records in Birmingham, UK 

(www.punch-records.co.uk). 

 

What is unique about the bollywood films in the Indian diaspora?  

Bollywood films in the diaspora, and from my location and work in the UK at least, are another point of reference, 

alongside other cinemas such as Hollywood or European, that British South Asians and British Indians also watch and 

consume.  I find exciting the idea that brown skins and bodies on the large cinematic screens, as well as in the more pri-

vate spaces of homes via large TV screens and the internet, are giving South Asians access to complex and problematic 

images, affects, sounds and signifiers about aspects of their social and cultural selves; something that Hollywood or oth-

er cinemas are unable to do for them. This would partly explain the huge market base for Bollywood films in the diaspo-

ra.  This area of exploration has only recently started to be developed over the past 10-15 years and is ripe for develop-

ment and intervention. 

 

Tell us something about your new book on “Bollywood Travels: Culture, Diaspora and Border Crossings in Popu-

lar Hindi Cinema” recently published by Routledge. 

This new book takes off and continues a journey, of sorts, where my first book (Bollywood: Sociology Goes to the Movies, 

2006) left off.  A couple of the main questions that ‘Bollywood Travels’ is concerned with is how does popular Hindi cin-

ema travel – both actually as well as imaginatively – to places and audiences around the world, and how can we think of 

its relationship to the diaspora that does not simply fall foul of simple or easy readings that suggest a one way relation-

ship between the homeland (India) and Bollywood in the diaspora (e.g. the UK or the USA for example)? Are there more 

interesting and disjunctive ways in which that relationship is played out, and how and where can we track and analyse  

 

Roots and Routes 
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it?  What are audiences doing with Bollywood in and around the diapsora – both as films and cinema, but also as enter-

tainment and cultural industry and popular culture?  To this end, the book not only analyses and discusses select and 

key films of the past decade plus that have dealt with issues of diaspora and border crossings in interesting ways (e.g. 

Veer Zaara, Dostana, and Jhoom Barabaar Jhoom), but it also looks at how Bollywood intersects with, and travels at and 

through, sites such as dance club cultures, Bollywood live concerts, and through new media social networking sites that 

appear to be all the rage for Bollywood stars and their fans. 

 

What do you think that a platform like GRFDT can do to promote diaspora studies globally? 

It is a real pleasure and heartening to read about GRFDT. Until I received the newsletter I did not know of its existence 

and the invaluable work that it is doing, so learning about it came as a pleasant surprise.  We need to continue to forge 

networks and new alliances  

that will help shed new light on existing debates in diaspora and transnational studies as well as pushing the bounda-

ries to explore and discover new frontiers of research.  For example, with my own grounding and training in film, me-

dia and cultural studies, we must always strive to explore and intervene in how diaspora is not only produced and rep-

resented textually and contextually, but also be prepared to question further; not least how and when and why do some 

diaspora texts include and exclude?  What is gained and lost in this process and for whom?  A platform such as GRFDT 

can do much in helping to sustain a healthy and critical atmosphere of dialogue and dissemination of findings that is 

crucial in this pursuit. 

Global Update 
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A new handbook ‚Developing a Road Map for Engag-

ing Diasporas in Development‛, authored by Migration 

Policy Institute (MPI) migration and development experts 

Kathleen Newland and Dovelyn Rannveig Agunias (who 

is also a research officer with the International Organiza-

tion for Migration) offers practical advice to policymakers 

and practitioners and details the wide range of institutions 

that governments worldwide have established to work 

with diasporas. The work builds upon diaspora engage-

ment studies that MPI has engaged in for the better part of 

a decade, as well as the ongoing discussions that have tak-

en place since 2007 at the Global Forum on Migration 

and Development (GFMD). For more on MPI’s research on 

diaspora engagement. The diaspora handbook is available 

for free download at www.migrationpolicy.org/pubs/

thediasporahandbook.pdf. 

New Handbook on Diaspora Engagement Provides Road Map for Leveraging the Role of Immi-

grants in Development Efforts Worldwide 

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/pubs/thediasporahandbook.pdf
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/pubs/thediasporahandbook.pdf
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USA received the largest inflow of Migrants 

during 2005-2010 

The World Bank Report "Migration and Remittances 

Factbook 2011" mentioned that United State has seen the 

largest inflows of migrants between 2005 and 2010. There 

was a surge of migrant flows to Spain, Italy, and the Unit-

ed Kingdom, mainly from Eastern Europe as well as Lat-

in America and North Africa. The six Gulf Cooperation 

Council countries (Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 

Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates) have also seen a 

significant increase in migrant flows in the past few years, 

mostly from South Asia and East Asia. However, 

new migration flows in all regions have weakened because 

of the global financial crisis. The data reveals that data, 

Mexico-United States is the largest migration corridor in 

the world, accounting for 11.6 million migrants in 2010. 

Migration corridors in the former Soviet Union-Russia–

Ukraine and Ukraine-Russia-are the next largest, followed 

by Bangladesh–India; in these corridors, many natives be-

came migrants without moving when new international 

boundaries were drawn. 

Migration and Remittances Factbook 2011 provides a com-

prehensive picture of emigration, skilled emigration, immi-

gration, and remittance flows for 210 countries and 15 

country groups, drawing on authoritative, publicly availa-

ble data.  

 

The Indonesian government announced that it is once 

again imposing a travel ban on the nations most incom-

patible with its new, more vigorous requirements for mi-

grant workers; new workers can not travel to Saudi Ara-

bia, Jordan, Kuwait, pr Syria until concrete labor rights 

and legal rights for Indonesian citizens are secured. Ne-

gotiations between Saudi and Indonesia regarding the 

rights of domestic workers recently failed after the KSA 

declined the government’s request for a 60% wage in-

crease. The negotiations were meant to curb earlier 

schisms between the two nations, including Saudi’s ban 

on Indonesian domestic workers two months ago. 

 

Bans may, over time, contribute to mounting pressure on 

receiving nations who are swayed by the need for reliable 

labor flow as well as a positive world image. But the actu-

al impact of bans on the actions of these nations is spec-

ulative, as no systematic study regarding their interac-

tions has been conducted. 

 

The new bans come amidst revelations that 130,000 

overseas Indonesians (out of an approximately 6.5 million 

total migrants) are imprisoned. Over 200 face life sen-

tences or death. Indonesia attempted to condition these 

statistics by emphasizing that the imprisoned population 

only represents around 1 to 2 percent of all migrant work-

ers. Rights groups hammered the government for disre-

garding the personal impact of each case on its own citi-

zens, which overshadow such cold calculations. The gov-

ernment’s statements appear to reflect its general man-

agement of imprisoned migrants, which with the excep-

tion of new SOPs in Malaysia, is approached as an after-

thought. 

 

http://www.migrant-rights.org/2012/05/24/indonesia-bans-

workers-to-the-middle-east-again/  

Indonesia Bans Workers to the Middle East Again 

Georgetown University introduced a new 

course on International Migration Studies  

Few things will affect our future more than migra-

tion.  Worldwide international migration is a large and 

growing phenomenon, with some 200 million people 

now living outside of their home countries for extend-

ed periods. Migration significantly affects source, trans-

it, and receiving countries throughout the world. The 

United States is the largest recipient of international 

migrants, followed by the Russian Federation, Germa-

ny, Ukraine, India, France, and Saudi Arabia. Major 

source countries of emigration include Mexico, China, 

India, the Philippines, and the countries of North Afri-

ca and the eastern Mediterranean. This rigorous, flexi-

ble, and comprehensive program addresses global mi-

gration trends, national and local security conditions, 

and social issues driving contemporary immigration 

policy and enforcement 

http://scs.georgetown.edu/programs/30/certificate-in-

international-migration-studies  

http://www.migrant-rights.org/2012/05/24/indonesia-bans-workers-to-the-middle-east-again/
http://www.migrant-rights.org/2012/05/24/indonesia-bans-workers-to-the-middle-east-again/
http://scs.georgetown.edu/programs/30/certificate-in-international-migration-studies
http://scs.georgetown.edu/programs/30/certificate-in-international-migration-studies
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Remittances to developing countries are on rise: 

World Bank report 2011 says 
 The World Bank Report mentioned that the remittance flows 

to developing countries are estimated to have reached $372 

billion in 2011, an increase of 12.1 percent over 2010. The top 

remittance recipient developing countries in nominal terms 

and in relation to the GDP are listed in box 1. The report men-

tioned that the top recipients of remittances among develop-

ing countries in 2011 were India ($64 billion), followed by Chi-

na ($62 billion), Mexico ($24 billion), and 

the Philip-pines ($23 billion). Other large recipients include 

Egypt, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nigeria, Vietnam, and Lebanon 

(box figure 1). However, small and low-income countries such 

as Tajikistan, Lesotho, Nepal, Samoa and Tonga tend to re-

ceive more remittances as a share of their GDP (box figure 2).  

Scholarship programme for diaspora kids 

Authorities from 40 countries across the world have in-

vited applications from eligible candidates for the 

"Scholarship Programme for Diaspora Children (SPDC) 

2012-13". The last date for submitting applications for the 

programme is June 10, 2012.The admission is open only to 

Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) and Non-Resident Indi-

ans (NRIs) from the specified 40 countries including Sau-

di Arabia.The SPDC programme was launched by the 

ministry of overseas Indian affairs in 2006 for diaspora 

children to study at higher and technical institutions in 

India.The scholarship covers a wide range of subjects, 

including engineering, humanities, commerce, manage-

ment, and agriculture, agriculture/animal husbandry, sci-

ence, law etc. list of 40 countries  includes: 

Australia , Bahrain, Canada, Fiji, France, Germany, Guy-

ana, Hong Kong, China, Indonesia, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, 

Kenya, Kuwait, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritius, 

Mozambique, Myanmar, Netherlands, New Zealand, Ni-

geria, Oman, Philippines  Portugal, Qatar, Reunion Is-

land, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, South Africa, Spain, Sri 

Lanka, Surinam, Tanzania, Thailand, Trinidad and Toba-

go, U.A.E., U.K, U.S.A, Yemen.  

Resources on Indian labor migration 
 

Migrant Forum in Asia (MFA) is taking on an initia-

tive ‚Enhancing the protection of Indian migrant 

workers in the Gulf countries through evidence-based 

capacity building with Governments and Civil Socie-

ty,‛ which facilitates networking with civil society 

organizations, migrant support groups and the gov-

ernment in India (with a focus on three states: Andhra 

Pradesh, Kerala and Tamil Nadu) and GCC countries 

(focus on Oman). The initiative is a collaborative 

work for the protection of the rights of migrant work-

ers.  

The initiative undertakes a number of research with 

the aim of contributing to the improvement of stand-

ards of labor and migration support of governments 

to migrant workers and members of their families. 

 

http://www.mfasia.org/india/429-resources-on-indian

-labor-migration  

 

 

Source: World Bank Report 2011 Migration and Development Brief 

http://www.mfasia.org/india/429-resources-on-indian-labor-migration
http://www.mfasia.org/india/429-resources-on-indian-labor-migration
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The Centre for Development Studies here has started the 

ground work for the seventh round of the comprehensive 

study on international and internal emigration from the 

state, says the study head. S. Irudayarajan, chief of the mi-

gration unit of the autonomous research institute, told IANS 

that the next round of the study would be based on the 2011 

Census. "Our previous studies were based on the 2001 Cen-

sus. This time we will collect new samples from 15,000 

households based on the 2011 Census. The preliminary 

work has started and the migration survey will begin early 

next year. The results will be announced by September next 

year," Irudayarajan year. Irudayarajan said, 'Kerala is the 

only state in the country which has conducted as many as 

seven rounds of migration studies". States like Goa, Gujarat 

and Punjab have so far managed to do just one round of 

such studies. The 2011 migration study of Kerala had esti-

mated that around 2.28 million emigrants from the state 

were living abroad, up from 2.19 million in 2008, 1.84 mil-

lion in 2003 and 1.36 million in 1998. The survey estimated 

the total remittances received by the state from its diaspora 

in 2011 to the tune of Rs 49,695 crore, compared to Rs 43,288 

crore in 2008.  

Conferences/Seminars 

 International Labour Law and Social Protection Conference, 27th to 30th August 2012, Johannesburg, Gaut-

eng, South Africa. www.uj.ac.za/EN/Faculties/law/about/Pages/UpcomingEvents.aspx  

 Under the Shade of an Olive Tree: Conversations on Greek Diaspora, Edited by Litsa Chatzivasileiou and 

Anna Carastathis,  Please submit an abstract of your proposed submission (maximum 500-700 words), and a 

brief biographical note (200 words) before July 15, 2012 to undertheshadeofanolivetree@gmail.com.  

 6th Global Conference: Multiculturalism, Conflict and Belonging 16th   to  19th September 2012 , Oxford, 

United Kingdom. www.tinyurl.com/yhtymwg  

 Place and Displacement, Conference, 21st   to  23rd November 2012, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia. 

www.communityidentity.com.au/?page_id=655   

 International Conference on : Africa and the Diaspora in the New Millennium, University of Missouri-St. 

Louis, USA, October 30-November 1. 2012. www.cbaac.org/  

 Migration, Memory and Place, Conference, 6th   to  7th December 2012, Copenhagen, Denmark. 

www.migrationandculture.ku.dk/call/  

 Temporary Migration in the Global South: African Review of Economics and Finance, Abstracts of approxi-

mately 500 words should be sent as word document to the Guest Editors by  August 30, 2012.  

       www.african-review.com/Contributors.html  

 Migration and Well-Being: Research Frontiers , 8th   to  10th January 2013, Tel-Aviv, Israel. 

www.socsci.tau.ac.il/migration/conference/  

 International Conference on Macau Narratives, 8th to 10th May 2013,  Lisbon, Portugal. 

       www.cham.fcsh.unl.pt/internationalconferencemacaunarratives.html  

We invite Students, Researchers and Faculty Members to submit a small write up of their achievements 

and awards to the editor. It will provide the scholars a platform to connect with peer groups working on 

themes related to Diaspora and Transnationalism. For information related to seminar/conferences/

events  can be sent to the Editor at: editor@grfdt.com  

Another round of migration study in Kerala 

http://www.cbaac.org/

