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This Newsletter is 27th edition of ‘Roots and Routes’ which has been 

carrying a variety of things pertaining to global Diasporas. It has im-

proved its contents and forms ever since its inception. We are so grate-

ful to people who has been associated and provided sustained assis-

tance so far. We look forward to your committed and sustained sup-

port for making qualitative and quantitative changes to match with 

global standards. We welcome your fresh and innovative ideas to take 

it forward. We request you to factor in your contribution wherever you 

live in the globe. By doing so, let us keep the discourse on Diaspora be 

alive. 

 

This edition has a long interview with Prof.Gijsbert Oonk by Dr. 

Sadananda Sahoo. The interview illustrates Prof.Oonk’s perceptions 

and perspectives about South Asian business Diaspora in East-Africa. I 

would like to recall and recollect here Prof. Gijsbert Oonk who had an 

interaction with GRFDT members in the recent past while his visit to 

Delhi. He spoke in length about his research work on South Asian 

business community on the occasion.  

 

The book review section of this edition has an excellent review by  

Abhay Chawla who has been regularly contributing to the Newsletter 

‘Roots and Routes’. It is a great pleasure to know many of GRTFDT 

members who are participating and contributing research papers in 

various seminars, conferences and workshops in the various parts of 

globe. This edition carries a brief note about their participation. ‘A note 

from Malaysia’ chronicles about the recently held workshop about 

Malaysian Indian community. The most popular page of the news 

letter ‘global update’ provides various happenings in the domain of 

Diaspora.  

 

Much more things to follow in the next issue, until then good bye 

 

Have a Happy Reading!!!! 

 

Mahalingam M 

Issue Editor 

             

       GRFDT NEWSLETTER     VOL.3   No.8 August  2014 02 

New media and politics of online  
communities  

Abhay Chawla  

Book Review 

12 

 

10 GRFDT Member Participation 

Call for Papers 

10 Fellowships/Jobs etc. 

11 A  Note from Malaysia 



 3 

 

 

       GRFDT NEWSLETTER     VOL.3   No.8 August 2014 03 

GRFDT INTERVIEW 

Economic contribution and political significance of 

South Asians in East Africa may be more important 

than the history of the colonizers: Prof. Gijsbert Oonk 

 

Settled Strangers seldom consider returning and settling in India. They feel 

that Africa is preferable because of the climate, the paste of life (easy going) 

and the prospects in Africa are good as well. Africa has become their home, 

says Prof. Oonk in an interview with Dr. Sadananda Sahoo, Editor Roots 

and Routes. 

 

 

Sadananda Sahoo: The scholars on diaspora know you through your work 

on Indian diaspora, especially on scholarly work on Indian trade or busi-

ness Diaspora in East African countries. What motivated you to study the 

Indian Diaspora? 

 

Gijsbert Oonk: The subject came to me by accident. During my Ph-D research I was working with Cotton Textile mill 

owners and industrialists in Mumbai and Ahmedabad. Some of them had business and/or family relations with East Afri-

ca. This was prior to 1992. At that time, no one was speaking of the Indian Diaspora. The word „diaspora‟ was mainly 

used in the context of the Jewish diaspora. To be frank, I was student of Indian history and did not have any prior 

knowledge of trading and business contacts between East Africa and South Asia. However, when I learned that South 

Asians were already active in Malindi and other places prior to the arrival of Vasco da Gama, my interest was growing. 

The history of South Asians in East Africa is neither part of the mainstream nation Indian history nor that East African 

History writing. This is surprising because South Asians in East Africa outnumbered the Europeans ten-to-one. Moreover, 

their overall economic contribution and political significance of South Asians in East Africa may be more important than 

the history of the colonizers. In short, initially my interest was not so much related to the South Asian diaspora, as well 

as to the economic and cultural relations within the Indian Ocean Region. However, when the Indian Diaspora gained 

academic and political interest it was an easy step to incorporate my research in those areas.  

 

Sadananda Sahoo: What are the major factors for success of Gujaratis and Sindhis trade in East Africa? 

 

Gijsbert Oonk: First of all, we have to admit that most Gujaratis and Sindhis were not successful in trade in East Afri-

ca. I have seen more than 1100 bankruptcy files of Indian traders in Zanzibar for the period between 1880 and1910. In 

my work I emphasize a process of „trial and error‟ in which the successful traders eventually emerged. Through oral his-

tories it was clarified that many early traders started with some uncle or relative in Zanzibar or the East African coast. 

They came with little financial capital, but they certainly were encouraged with the cultural capital of their Indian trading 

network. In addition, when they arrived they were much aware of the logics of the money-economy, including the usage 

and fundamentals of interest. Last but not least, they were encouraged by the Arab and European rulers to fulfill certain 

economic needs, like harvesting the customs in Zanzibar or act as middlemen between African peasants and European 

wholesalers.  

 

Sadananda Sahoo: As you know many African countries have got independence and the dynamics of pow-

er relations have changed over time. How do the new generations of Indian Diaspora entrepreneurs cope 

with the situation?  
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Gijsbert Oonk: In general middlemen minorities in the world are aware of their political vulnerability. Being a small 

minority most South Asians were very much aware that their position is always at stake. The Expulsion of the Asian by 

General Idi Amin came as a surprise. This is still in the memory of South Asians in East Africa. Therefore, the Indian 

traders in East Africa share a habit of keeping their presence modest. They have generally learned to keep aloof from 

the political field and not to show-off in the economic arena. Except for some notable exceptions, like Karimjee Jivanjee 

and others this is still the case. Having said this, times they are changing. With the economic growth of East African 

countries and the political situation getting more and more stabilized, we see that that Asian in East Africa become more 

and more locally active and the relations between the local communities and Asians is improving. Africans are now 

aware that Asians are not just exploiters, money-lenders and middlemen. They contributed immensely to the local econ-

omy. They were major taxpayers, they employed local people, and they spent significant sums of money to local chari-

ties, dispensaries, hospitals and educational institutions. 

 

Sadananda Sahoo: What are the major challenges the present Indian Diaspora is facing in East Africa in 

general and trade diasporas (including Indian) in particular? 

 

Gijsbert Oonk: Most people in the South Asian diaspora in East Africa belong to the middle classes or higher. They 

face similar problems as other middle classes in East Africa. First, good education for the children is rare or too expen-

sive. Many families struggle to give their children proper education. This is true for kindergarten, high schools and uni-

versities. Many families try to get their children at universities in India, UK or the USA. Another issue is health care and 

insurance. It is hard or often impossible to get a proper healthcare insurance. Basic healthcare is nowadays well orga-

nized, but specialist healthcare is hard to get. In general, Indian families in East Africa remain close to their families in 

Europe, North America and India for these reasons. They develop global family and community networks in order get 

access to good education and healthcare.  Africa has still a long way to provide these services for its people, despite the 

recent changes for the good.  

 

Sadananda Sahoo: How are the inter-Diaspora relations among the Indian Diaspora? Are they ghettoized 

in small groups or there are any pan- Indian Diasporic identities? Do you find there are any differences 

among Indian diaspora within various East African countries?   

 

Gijsbert Oonk: I believe that migration and diaspora are very fluid term. Migrants may go through all kind of stages 

over time. In Zanzibar and on the East Coast of Africa, there are communities, especially the Ithnasheries, who are part-

ly fully integrated in the local societies. There were inter marriages, they visited the same mosque etc. Vivek Bald writes 

about the similar processes in New York, when he talks about Bengali Harlem and the lost Histories of Indians in Ameri-

ca. These are not exceptional stories, but we tend to forget them, because in these histories the diaspora disappears. 

These integrated migrants are not recognizable as diaspora any more. At the same time, parts of the diaspora migrants 

are segregated. In most cases, this includes a sense of self-segregation. Migrants tend to live with each other, as a con-

sequence of chain migration, sharing food and drinking habits as well cultural festivals. In other cases, colonial rules 

whished the migrants to settle in specific areas in the cities ore areas and in that they were creating ethnic apartheid. In 

addition we have to recognize that living in diaspora is only a small part of peoples life‟s. They are not obsessed with 

Indian Culture or Indian political and economic affairs. The case of Settled Strangers in East Africa, I describe the period 

between 1880-1940. Many South Asians were more focused on East Africa or Europe, and not so much on India. In oth-

er words, to answer your question, you have to include the global political economy. A last interesting example is the 

emergence of a transnational Asian African identity. Many South Asians in Africa acknowledge a triple identity; being 

born in East Africa, being part of a Asian family and exposed –through education- to western culture. In addition they 

shared the traumatic historical experience of the expulsion that started with Idi Amin in 1972. At the same time, because 

of the expulsion, they were scattered around the world and they are unable to share these experiences in direct day to 

day interactions.  Therefore some of these people have set up online networks through facebook or websites. 

 

Sadananda Sahoo: How do you think the Indian entrepreneurs in Africa different from the new entrepre-

neurs of Indian Diaspora elsewhere i.e UK, USA? 
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Gijsbert Oonk: To be frank, I have no idea. This would be a good question for a new research project. What I do 

know, however, is that in the colonial days, British officials talked about East Africa, as „the America of the Hindu‟. They 

compared the European migrants, who were often entrepreneurs, adventurers and people who wanted to make a living 

elsewhere, with the Indian migrants in East Africa. The new Indian migrants in the USA and East Africa are obviously 

better informed. Communication and travels is much easier now, then a century ago. However, I believe that the im-

portance of a strong local network and safety net is still more important in East Africa than elsewhere.    

 

Sadananda Sahoo:  Over the time, the Chinese Diasporas also made remarkable success in many African 

countries in various fields including trade. How do you find they differ from Indian Diaspora? 

 

Gijsbert Oonk: There are a lot of differences. The South Asian diaspora in Africa was very diverse and has a long his-

tory. It includes the trading diasporas I am writing about, but also indentured laborers, who came to build the railway 

around the turn of the twentieth century. The Chinese diaspora was much smaller in the number. The Chinese came to 

build the Tzara railway in Tanzania in the 1960s. I write about families who came hundred years earlier. In addition, the 

South Asian diaspora in East Africa is much larger in numbers and most of them were not backed by the Indian state. 

The Chinese migrants are often part of state projects or projects of state companies. Eventually, many Chinese laborers 

will tend to settle in East Africa and may follow the same pattern as Indians in East Africa did. But this is not clear at al l, 

yet. But they share some specific characteristics related to the issue of diaspora. They remain visible minorities in an 

often hostile context; there are few intermarriages with local communities and they tend to reproduce their own culture 

as much as possible.  

 

Sadananda Sahoo:  Your book Settled Stranger: Asian Business Elites in East Africa (Sage) is about Guja-

rati trader community. It talks about the evolution of the trade community over the period of two hun-

dred years. You mentioned that they are strangers to locals. How difficult was it for you to do an in-depth 

study on them? 

 

Gijsbert Oonk: This type of project requires a lot of time, patience and improvisation. It took me more than ten years 

to do the research and put the book together.  First, the colonial records about South Asians in East Africa contain very 

limited material. I have visited the colonial archives in London and Berlin and the national archives in Nairobi and Dar es 

Salaam. The material that was available was mostly written by European bureaucrats, civil servants who were willing to 

please the colonial centre. Having, said that, the Indian community in Zanzibar, Tanzania and Kenya were very open and 

willing to open up their family archives. I have seen many family-albums and old pictures. Every picture happened to 

have it is own story. Oral histories and interviews with elderly members of the community were a great joy and inspira-

tion. I had to visit family members in East Africa, but also in Mauritius, United Kingdom and India. Multi-sited research is 

expensive and time consuming. Fortunately I was able to convince the authorities of my university about the importance 

of this project. However, in oral histories there is a tendency to overvalue the success stories more than the constraints, 

difficulties and failures. I would say, one of the major challenges was to balance success stories and failures and bank-

ruptcies. Sometimes you need a bit of luck. In the Zanzibari archives I found numerous previously unknown record of 

failures and bankruptcies of Indian companies in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. Therefore, I was able 

to able to give a balanced picture of the emergence of the South Asian business elite in East Africa.  

 

Sadananda Sahoo: In your book, you claim that the work is ‘the history from below’ as the South Asian 

trading community has been silenced in national histories of Africa, India and the UK despite their pivotal 

role in these countries. In contrast, you argue elsewhere that they are the influential group and close to 

the ruling class in Africa. Could you clarify this contradiction? 

 

Gijsbert Oonk: The majority of the traders I describe come from a poor background. They arrived almost penniless, 

and the capital they had, was cultural capital, related to their upbringing, their business habits work ethics. In addition, 

this history is not a part of the national history of African countries, nor Indian national histories. The history of those 

communities is a very typical example of a „history from below‟. We have to acknowledge, however, that a small part of 

these traders managed to become rich and affluent traders. They are part of the economic elite, but at the same time 

their history is still not acknowledged fully. 
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Sadananda Sahoo: Your book has documented the formation of Hindu business elites.  What about the 

Muslim merchants who are the most influential and successful as like Hindu merchants over there?     

 

Gijsbert Oonk: In my book Settled Strangers, I write about Hindus and Muslims as well as other communities, like 

Sikhs, Jains and Goans. There is one chapter that is related to cultural change of the diaspora, in terms of food habits, 

marriage patterns and language issues. Here the examples are more based on the Hindu community. This is due to my 

personal network in East Africa, that was slightly biased towards the Hindu community. But I would argue that the same 

patterns emerged within the other communities. Muslim communities from Gujarat also lost their ability to read and 

write Gujarati over the generations. 

 

Sadananda Sahoo: Is there any ‘reverse migration’ to East African countries after the resolve of crisis by 

the South Asian trading community from Europe?  

 

Gijsbert Oonk: There is a little reverse migration. 
 

Sadananda Sahoo: How do the African Indian Diaspora business elites view the rising India? 

 

Gijsbert Oonk: They look at it with great admiration and astonishment. Slowly some PIO and NRI have shown a little 

interest in investing in India. But the interest is still meager. This has to do with fact that many families remember that 

during the crisis of the late 1960s, India was not willing to help them. Most of the South Asian families remember that 

period very well. They felt that India left them alone in that situation. However, Settled Strangers seldom consider re-

turning and settling in India. They feel that Africa is preferable because of the climate, the paste of life (easy going) and 

the prospects in Africa are good as well. Africa has become their home. 

 

Sadananda Sahoo: What is your future research plan on Diaspora? Are you working on any other aspects 

of Indian diaspora or business history of Indian Diaspora elsewhere? 

 

Gijsbert Oonk: The study of the Indian Diaspora will always be with me, especially in relation to trade and business. I 

do hope to write some more biographies, like I did for the Karimjees, because this type of history presents us with a real 

micro study and real new insights. In addition, I see that the field of the history of the Indian Ocean is gaining momen-

tum and is very attractive. However, from an academic and political perspective, my main interest is related to two inter-

related questions. The first question: why are some communities rich, whereas others remain poor? Of course, there are 

rich and poor countries, but within these countries there are huge differences between various (ethnic) communities. 

Well known successful business communities include Chinese traders and businessmen throughout South East Asia who 

dominate various local economies in for example Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore. The South Asians in Kenya, Tanza-

nia and Uganda dominated most of the whole sales trade and finance in East Africa. They are an outstanding example of 

a marked dominant minority. However, the question I try to answer is: why? And what were the secrets of their suc-

cess? The second question is: how, why and in what direction does the culture of a migrant community change? In oth-

er words: How did South Asian culture change in a African society, in terms of food habits, dress habits, caste composi-

tion and marriage patterns. In Western Europe, there are huge debates about migration, multiculturalism and so on. 

However, the Indian and African societies are multicultural societies for centuries. The European debate is somewhat 

backward compared to the issues raised in the Indian Ocean Region. 

 

Sadananda Sahoo: Thank you 

============================ 

Gijsbert Oonk (1966) is Head of the Department of History at the Erasmus School of History, Culture and Communica-

tion (ESHCC) Rotterdam, Netherlands. He is Associate Professor of African and South Asian History at ESHCC. He also 

serves as the 'South Asian area/history' editor of the Journal of Economic and Social History of the Orient (JESHO) as 

well as editor of Geschiedenis Magazine (History Magazine, published in Dutch). In 2011-2012 he is the Alfred D. Chan-

dler Jr. International Visiting Fellow in Business History at the Harvard Business School (Boston). He specializes in busi-

ness, migration and economic history. He is particular interested in the role of South Asian (Indian) migrants and settlers 

in East Africa.  
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Book Review 

New media and politics of online communi-

ties  edited by Aris Mousoutzanis and Daniel Ri-

ha, Inter-Disciplinary Press, Oxford, United 

Kingdom, 2010, ISBN: 978-1-84888-032-0 
 
An essence of our being is our memories. However 
today the hyper networked world ensures we are 
bombarded with texts and images augmenting our 
lived experiences which create an individual‟s 
memory. Then with digitalization and technology 
enhancements we have reached a stage where we no 
longer need to hold on to memories in our minds and 
these memories can be digitized and stored. But we 
still need to figure out how memories are to be cap-
tured and accessed both by the originator of the 
memory and subsequent others. The pace has been 
so breathtaking that we are now talking about digital 
memories being incorporated within traditional 
handmade objects with digital technologies moving 
away from the screen and entering the age of ubiqui-
tous computing and the „internet of things‟. Think of 
your perambulator accumulating your growing up 
memories for you and your children being able to 
access them later. 
 
This book from the Inter Disciplinary press, Oxford, 
U.K, comprises of the papers reflecting on debates 
that progressed during the 5th Global conference on 
Cybercultures, with Digital Memories: Exploring 
Critical Issues, held as a part of Cyber Hub activity 
in Salzburg, Austria in March 2010. Even though in 
the age of Internet 4 years are like a lifetime, the 
book still holds relevance. 
 
The book is divided into ten parts. The ten parts be-
ing, Concepts of Cyberspace and Cyberculture,  Cy-
berculture, National Identity and Diaspora, Fan Cul-
tures Online, Cultures of Online Learning,  Changing 
Identities in Cyberspace, The Future Platforms, Con-
troversial Issues in Cyberlife, Externalisation and 
Mediation of Memories, New Media and Represen-
tations of the Past and Theories and Concepts in Dig-
itising Individual and Community Memory. 
 
Wikipedia defines Cyberculture as the culture that 
has emerged, or is emerging, from the use 
of computer networks for communication,  entertain-
ment, and business. It is also the study of vari-
ous social phenomena associated with the Inter-

net and other new forms of the network communica-
tion, such as online communities, online multi-player 
gaming, wearable computing, social gaming, social 
media, mobile apps, augmented reality, and tex-
ting, and includes issues related to identity, privacy, 
and network formation. 
 
Does this cyberculture affect national identi-
ty?  Identity is normally understood as a multi-
faceted cultural construct constantly in a state of flu-
idity and change, further subject to its interaction 
with „other‟ individuals, communities, discourses 
and wider „culture‟. Aris Mousoutzanis writes “The 
very concept of a national identity has been increas-
ingly questioned, challenged or even reaffirmed in a 
world that becomes increasingly globalised, net-
worked and interconnected. And whereas there has 
been a lot of theoretical debate over the arguable 
„death of the nation-state‟ at the rise of a new global 
order of things, recent historical conflicts and politi-
cal realities have at least underscored the persistence 
of this particular political formation in individual and 
collective consciousness”. Papers like Stresses upon 
an Emergent Imagined Community: Results and In-
sights from the Emirates Internet Project by Harris 
Breslow and Ilhem Allaghui reflect this dialectic. 
The new media and the Internet creates an online 
community whose affiliations spans national borders 
while on the other may also serve as sites for the re-
affirmation and reinforcement of national identity, as 
in the case of discussion forums, chat rooms and 
websites dedicated to members of a particular na-
tionality. 
 
Renata Seredynska-Abou Eid in her paper The Role 
of Online Communities in Social Networking among 
Polish Migrants in the United Kingdom focuses on 
contemporary Polish immigration to the UK and ex-
plores the role of computer mediated communication 
in establishing migrant communities in the target 
country. The function of a national space created in 
the virtual world while staying away from home is 
examined in terms of validity, usefulness, and im-
portance for establishing relations with compatriots. 
 
Benedict Anderson‟s seminal work on national iden-
tity as an „imagined community has lent itself to the-
oretical appropriations and translations in order to be 
applied to other types of communities such as online  
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groups, discussion forums and online fan communities. 

Some of the papers like Virtual Friends: Experiences of an 

Online Fan Community by Helen Barber and Jane Calla-

ghan engage with question of online fan identities and 

communities dedicated either to mainstream popular cul-

ture icons, such as Steven Gately or marginalized forms 

of cultural expression, such as dark slash fiction in Brita 

Hansen‟s research The Darker Side of Slash Fanfiction on 

the Internet. The papers investigate recent theorizations 

on fandom and its relation to new media and online plat-

forms. Traditionally fans were deemed mostly negative 

and pathological often termed obsessive and addictive 

unlike the current depiction as a more positive, dynamic, 

active form of consumers whose engagements being 

more productive in relation to texts and commodities they 

are appropriating and „rewriting‟, in order to fulfill their 

own needs and desires. 

 

The next theme this book covers is the relations between 

identity, media, and power. The extent to which individu-

als, in their engagement with new media technologies are 

in control of the construction of their identity over being 

passive consumers and uncritical adopters of  images, 

meanings and identities to which they are constantly be-

ing exposed to by the media. The pertinent question be-

ing, do discussion forums, chat rooms, blogs and the In-

ternet in general, constitute examples of a virtual public 

sphere where people can freely express themselves, en-

gage in productive debates and possibly contribute to 

change? Or are these online platforms simply giving the 

illusion of freedom and authenticity for the purpose of 

further manipulation and control by media institutions, 

political authorities and the culture industries? Papers 

like Election 2.0: How to Use Cyber Platforms to Win the 

US Presidential Elections - An Investigation into the 

Changing Communication Strategies of Election Candi-

dates by Sabine Baumann and Click Here to Protest: Elec-

tronic Civil Disobedience and the Future of Social Mobili-

sation by Fidele Vlavo explore ways in which the Internet 

has been used either by politicians in order to promote 

their political campaigns or by activists who seek to stage 

their strategies of resistance on or through cyberspace. 

 

Then there is the theme on memories, human memory 

and its relation to individual identity and collective histo-

ry. How memory can be converted into digital form and 

how with new media technology,  storage of unlimited 

amounts of these digital memories in the form of data 

can be easily retrieved, has generated a growing tenden-

cy to constantly archive and accumulate information ra-

ther than process, edit, and delete.  Diverging Strategies 

of Remembrance in Traditional and Web 2.0 

Online Projects by Heiko Zimmerman, Algorithmic 

Memory? Machinic Vision and Database Culture by Katri-

na Sluis and Fluid Memory on the Web 2.0 by Raffaele 

Mascella and Paolo Lattanzio debates on current work in 

the area of memory studies, on the ways in which online 

media may serve as sites of memory and remembrance. 

At the same time, the increasing reliance on computer 

memory for the accumulation and retrieval of information 

has generated discussions regarding the nature of human 

memory and the ways in which information is conceptual-

ized.  Are new models emerging out of interaction be-

tween humans and new media and online platforms? 

 

The editor instead of ten parts could have combined vari-

ous papers into two main parts i.e. Cyberspace, Cybercul-

ture and Identity and Memories and its remediation. The 

first part  containing papers on Concepts of Cyberspace 

and Cyberculture, Cyberculture, National Identity and 

Diaspora, Changing Identities in Cyberspace, Controver-

sial Issues in Cyberlife, Fan Cultures Online, Cultures of 

Online Learning and The Future Platforms. The second 

part  containing papers on Externalisation and Mediation 

of Memories, New Media and Representations of the Past 

and Theories and Concepts in Digitising Individual and 

Community Memory. This would have made the reading a 

little more organized and easy. Also components of cy-

berculture like online multi-player gaming, wearable com-

puting, social gaming, mobile apps, augmented reality 

and texting have not been covered with the books larger 

emphasis on identity formation. 

 

This book is useful for understanding cyberculture and 

how it is usfull in Diaspora studies. Has Web 2.0 also un-

leashed the concept of Diaspora 2.0 where like Identity, 

Diaspora has become  multi-faceted constantly in a state 

of fluidity and change subject to  interactions with „other‟ 

individuals, communities, discourses and wider „culture‟? 

As the French philosopher and sociologist Maurice 

Halbwachs has shown very clearly and what cyberculture 

is augmenting that „In reality, we are never alone‟. 

Reviewed by Abhay Chawla 

 

=============== 

Abhay Chawla is a journalist and a visiting faculty in CIC, 

Delhi University. He teaches online journalism and his 

Ph.D topic is ―"Marginalizations and consumption of new 

media". Email: abhaychawla13@gmail.com 
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Forthcoming Books 

Migrant Remittances in South Asia: Social, Economic and Political Implications  

Md Mizanur Rahman (Editor), Tan Tai Yong 

(Editor), AKM Ahsan Ullah (Editor)  

 
Release date: August 22, 2014 | ISBN-10: 1137350792 |  

ISBN-13: 978-1137350794  
Publisher: Palgrave Macmillan  

 
Book Description 

Remittance is the most beneficial private transaction in 
the global economy. The South Asian region accounts for 

about one fourth of the global remittance flows destined 
for developing countries, contributing to over ten percent 

of the gross domestic product (GDP) of South Asia. This 

significant amount of remittance has enormous potential 
for development in the region. The volume, essentially a 

South Asian viewpoint, 

provides theoretical 
treatments of remit-

tance and how its de-
velopment potential is 

translated into reality. 

The authors meticulous-
ly delve into the diverse 

mechanisms through 
which migrant commu-

nities remit, investigat-
ing how recipients en-

gage in the develop-

ment process in South 
Asia.   

 

Migration and Remittances Factbook 2015 

by: Dilip Ratha, Christian Eigen-Zucchi, Sonia Plaza  

Published November 21, 2014 by World Bank  

ISBN: 978-1-4648-0319-2; SKU: 210319  

The Migration and Remittances Factbook 2015 attempts 

to present numbers and facts behind the stories of inter-
national migration and remittances, drawing on authorita-

tive, publicly available data. It provides a snapshot of sta-

tistics on immigration, emigration, skilled emigration, and 

remittance flows for 210 countries and 15 regional and 
income groups. The Migration and Remittances Factbook 

2015 updates the 2011 edition of the Factbook with addi-
tional data on bilateral migration and remittances and 

second generation diasporas, collected from various 

sources, including national censuses, labor force surveys, 
population registers, and other national sources.  

The African Diaspora: Experiences, Engagements, and New Challenges 

Edited by Godfrey T. Vincent 

Paperback ISBN: 978-1-62131-757-9, 304 pages ©2014 

COMING SOON: The Revised First Edition will be pub-
lished Spring 2015. ISBN: 978-1-63189-511-1 

The African Diaspora uses essays from a variety of disci-
plines to introduce students to the African Diaspora and 

the contributions of African peoples at a time when these 
are being marginalized on a global scale.  

The text explores the origins of the Diaspora, and un-

earths evidence about the development of the Diaspora in 
the New World. It discusses the transformative role of 

cultural art forms in people‟s lives, and details how Twen-
tieth Century Africans navigated time and space in a new 

e n v i r o n m e n t .  

The material also emphasizes how ideology provided a 
framework for constructing new identities, and highlights 

the formation of the Black Power ideology. The final sec-

tion makes the journey back to Africa to examine set-
backs and challenges 

affecting the Mother-
land. Throughout the 

text, students are en-

couraged to read criti-
cally to understand the 

various methodologies 
and perspectives of the 

writers. The African 
Diaspora can be used 

in classes on the histo-

ry of Africa, Afro-
American history, and 

Caribbean politics.  
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GRFDT Member Participation 

Chitra N. of GRFDT participates in a seminar on Migrant Domestic Workers 

Dr. Chitra N., member of GRFDT was invited to partici-

pate in a Regional Level Seminar on “The Study on the 
Problems and Issues Faced by Migrant Domestic Workers 

Overseas”. The Seminar was organized by Migrant Do-
mestic workers Welfare Trust – Tamil Nadu in collabora-

tion with the National Commission on Women, takes 

place at Asha Nivas, Rutland Gate, Nungambakkam, 
Chennai on 21 August 2014. Dr. Chitra N presented a 

paper titled “Current Trends and Policy Initiatives for the 
Overseas Domestic Workers- Gulf countries, India and 

International Organisations”. 

The day-long seminar  addressed the issues of feminiza-

tion of migration pattern and other related issues such as 
domestic workers, racial discrimination etc. Women mi-

grant domestic workers now compromise 49.6% of the 
190 million overseas workers from South Asia. Despite 

the increase of migration of female domestic workers, 

migration policies of both origin and destination countries 

do not yet recognize migrant domestic workers as em-

ployees. Further, these domestic workers earn the lowest 
salary of any foreign workers while receiving the weakest 

coverage by labour laws. They are therefore put in the 
most precarious position, as they are restricted to the 

home and are isolated from assistance and redress mech-

anisms. 

The main focus of the seminar was on Indian overseas 
migrant domestic workers who face wide range of chal-

lenges including human right abuses in the work place, 

extremely long hours of work without overtime pay; no 
rest days; incomplete and irregular payment of wages; 

psychological, physical, and sexual abuse; poor living 
conditions; restrictions on their freedom of movement 

and ability to practice their religion; and in some cases, 
trafficking into situations of forced labour and even death 

while trying to escape. 

Dr. Sadananda Sahoo Participates in USE-India (PEIN) Research Excellence Programme 

Dr. Sadananda Sahoo is invited by the University of San-

diago de Compostela for a Research Excellence Pro-
gramme USE-India (PEIN) in the field of Social Anthropol-

ogy. During his stay of one month from 1-30 November 
2014, he will be participating in research activities in the 

area of Diaspora and Transnationalism. Both India and 

Spain have large number of their diaspora abroad.  The 
comparative perspective may bring some interesting ideas 

in diaspora research. The program has the goal of meet-
ing one of the largest current demands, the international-

ization of investigation, the promotion of cooperative pro-

jects and programs, and joint investigation. The program 

allows professor or researcher from India to participate in 
this activity without having to completely abandon their 

work at home. The purpose of this session is to fund 
short-term stays for leading researchers from India and 

integrate them temporarily into the USC‟s research group 

with the objective of indentifying common links through 
international cooperation, joint research, and to promote 

the internationalization of the USC. 

Fellowships/Jobs etc. 

The Illinois Program for Research in the Humanities, sup-

ported by a grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, 
seeks to hire a Post-Doctoral Fellow for a two-year ap-

pointment commencing Fall 2015. 

The Mellon Post-Doctoral Fellow in the Humanities will 

spend the two-year term in residence at Illinois, will con-
duct research on the proposed project, and will teach two 

courses per year in the appropriate academic department. 
The Fellow will participate in the IPRH Fellows Seminar, a 

yearlong interdisciplinary workshop, and will be encour-

aged to participate in activities available through IPRH, in 
the teaching department, and on the Illinois campus. The 

Post-Doctoral Fellow will give a public lecture on his or 

her research. 

The search for Mellon Fellows is open to scholars in all 

humanities disciplines, but we seek applicants whose 
work falls into one of the following broad subject areas: 

 Race and Diaspora Studies 

 History of Science/Technology 

 Empire and Colonial Studies 

 Memory Studies 

Application Deadline: Monday, October 27, 2014 

For details please visit: http://www.iprh.illinois.edu/

fellowships/mellon.html 



 11 

 

 

       GRFDT NEWSLETTER     VOL.3   No.8 August 2014 11 

Compiled by Dr.Mahalingam M 

The institute of ethnic studies popularly known as KITA of 

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (National University of 

Malaysia) hosted a workshop entitled “Public policy Con-

sultation Contemporary Malaysian Indians: Achievements 

and Challenges, Opportunities and potential”  for six  

days as two parts between June 24 and25, 2014 and be-

tween July 22 and 25, 2014 at the KITA-UKM, which was 

organized by Datuk Dr Denison Jayasooria, Principal Re-

search Fellow of KITA-UKM. He is the research coordina-

tor for Contemporary Malaysian Indian Project of KITA-

UKM and YPS. It was a well-packaged, systematic and 

orderly organised event given the seriousness of theme. 

There were about thirty eight research papers covering 

various aspects of Malaysian Indian community presented 

by the various walks of life belonging to academic, re-

search or teaching institutions of Indians from local as 

well as from India and non-Indians especially Malays and 

Chinese respectively. The workshop coordinator Datuk Dr 

Denison Jayasooria confirms the above statement  by 

saying that  “It must also be noted that four or 10.5% of 

the 38 presentations were non-Indians and this is very 

important dimension of academic and policy research for 

non-Indian researchers to also research and write objec-

tively on issues and con-

cerns of Malaysian Indi-

ans.”  The presented 

papers reflected the 

concerns, review of ex-

isting public policies and 

on-going socio-economic 

and political process 

with in Malaysian Indian 

community. A few pa-

pers provided historical 

perspective and over 

view of the community 

which set the tone for 

discussion. A few papers 

explicated in details 

about the achievements 

of various empowerment 

initiatives undertaken by 

the present government 

for redressing the im-

pending issues of the 

community. Finally, dis-

cerning from the pre-

sented papers, the five gaps in the existing public policies 

were identified towards the Malaysian Indian community.  

The presented papers would be converted as chapters for 

new proposed book edited by Denison Jayasooria and KS 

Nathan, which will be published by KITA-UKM. Over all, 

public policy consultation was insightful, informative, 

thought-provoking and learning experience. It is very im-

portant to note that every presentation provoked debates 

and discussions aftermath. To follow up, the coordinator 

has a plan to host a larger gathering at the far end of 

September focusing on policy recommendations for the 

11th Malaysia plan. Further, he plans to invite Prof RK 

Jain (former JNU Professor) and Prof AB Shamsul 

(Director, KITA-UKM) to provide a review and future  poli-

cy directions. In addition to this, the coordinator will host 

a separate panel discussion to discuss the five identified 

gaps in the policy review. The five areas are Opportuni-

ties and hurdles in Public Sector employment and promo-

tions; Addressing crime, violence and gang issues; Moni-

toring and coordination of delivery so as to ensure the 

bottom 40% really benefit; Strengthening partnerships 

and collaborations‟ within the community (social, reli-

gious, political);Developing strategic alliances with rele-

vant Federal and state agencies  

A  Note from Malaysia 
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We invite Students, Researchers and Faculty Members to submit a small write up of their 

achievements and awards to the editor. It will provide the scholars a platform to connect 

with peer groups working on themes related to Diaspora and Transnationalism. Information 

related to seminar/conferences/events  can be sent to the Editor at: editor@grfdt.com  

About the Conference: The International Association of 

Tamil Research (IATR), Malaysia in collaboration with the 
Department of Indian Studies, Faculty of  Arts and Social 

Sciences, University of  Malaya is organizing the 9th Inter-
national Conference-Seminar  on Tamil Studies from 29th 

January- 1st February 2015. This conference-Seminar will 

bring together Tamil scholars from various disciplines 
ranging from Language, Literature, Culture, Religion, Ed-

ucation, Philosophy, Fine Arts, Diaspora Studies, History, 
Environmental Studies, Anthropology, Sociology and other 

related fields. 
Official languages: Tamil and English 

Theme: Nurturing Tamil Studies in the Modern Era of 

Globalization 
Call for the Papers:  The organizers of the conference 

invite submissions of abstracts from all disciplines with 
interdisciplinary focus. Papers are welcomed from the  

following sub –themes:  Tamil Language, Tamil Litera-

ture, Tamil Linguistics,Grammar, Fine Arts, Folk Litera-
ture, Archaeology, Epigraphy and Palaeography, Compar-

ative Literature, Histroy, Cultural Studies, Literary  Criti-
cism, Lexicography, Manuscriptology, Media Studies, Reli-

gion, Philosophy, Translation, Tamil Teaching and Learn-

ing, Etymology, Social sciences, Traditional Medicines, 
Tamil Movies, Tamil Music, Tamil and Computer, Ecology 

and Tamil, Architecture, Science and Tamil, Tamil Diaspo-
ra, Any other fields related to Tamil Studies. 

Abstract:  An  abstract not exceeding 300 words of the 

research paper in the language in which you intend to 
present  is to be submitted. All abstracts should be sub-

mitted on line through Abstract Submission system. Refer 
to our website for more information on abstract submis-

sion. 
Summary of Important Dates: 

30th October 2014: Last day for abstracts submission. 

30th November 2014: Deadline for presenters and partici-
pants to register. 

  
For More Information: 

1) Please refer to our website: 

www.9icts2014.um.edu.my. 
2) Contact us via e mail: 9icsts@gmail.com. 

3) Tel: 03 7967 5460&03 7967 5421. 
4) Fax: 03 79675460. 

9th International Conference-Seminar on Tamil Studies  

Call for Papers 

International Conference Gender, Culture & Migration 2015 

March 6- 7, 2015 

University of Gdansk 

Gdansk, Poland 

The International Conference on Gender, Culture & Mi-

gration is a meeting organized under the auspices of the 

Polish-Norwegian consortium PAR MIGRATION NAVIGA-

TOR, coordinated by the University of Gdańsk. 

This conference is an annual event organized under the 

main theme of Woman in culture  that brings together 

researchers from multiple disciplines (psychology, sociolo-

gy, gender studies) along with gender equality practition-

ers and policy makers, to consider how gender issues are 

represented worldwide. 

The conference themes cover issues relating to gender 

with special emphasis on social and cultural changes in-

fluencing gender equality. Gender (in)equality is estab-

lished and maintained at different but intersecting levels, 

from the more proximal family level to the more distal 

society level. At the cultural level it can be well-observed 

in the rituals and practices of both individuals and couples 

who struggle to achieve work-life balance. Certain socie-

tal facts and psychological phenomena influence men‟s 

and women‟s adopted work-life balance strategies and 

how gender equality is maintained or not maintained 

within their family and professional life.  

Important Dates: 

August 1st, 2014   Opening registration  

December 1st, 2014   Submission deadline December 

31st, 2014   Notification of selection  

January 31st, 2015   Deadline for registration 

Match 6th, 2015   Opening of the Conference 

http://migrationnavigator.org/info/?page_id=1105  

http://www.9icts2014.um.edu.my
mailto:9icsts@gmail.com
Tel:03

